A second knot that we often use is what we call a bank robber’s knot or a highwayman’s knot.  What this is is a quick-release knot.  It allows us to tie a knot that’s a fairly secure knot but when I get ready to roll, I can pull it off, and the rope comes all off of one side of the rail as opposed to the standard horse tie.  When you tie it that way and now when you go to pull, you have to pull the whole rope around the rail, and you have the chance of slapping yourself with the end of the rope or slapping your animal with the end of the rope.  The standard tie is a little more secure, but the bank robber knot is a real handy knot, especially if you have a string of mules loaded, you tie your pack string up like this, you get on your saddle horse, you come, you ride by, you grab the tail off the rail, and away you go.  
As we tie the bank robber knot, what I like to do is lay a loop out over the top of the rail, we have a working end of your rope, and we have what we call the running end—that’s the loose end of your rope—we lay a loop over the rail, and then we pass a loop from the running end, over the loop, and then again, it’s a loop through a loop, pull from your horse end, and that ties your knot.  Now we have a knot that’s very easy to undo.  It’s a secure knot, and all we have to do now to undo it is pull it, and it all comes off the same side of the rail.  We don’t have to wrap it around the rail to get it undone.

