The first step as we prepare to saddle, one thing you have to do is groom your animal.  The two main items that we use to groom would be a real nice, fairly stiff brush.  I don’t like a real soft brush.  A shoe brush, type of brush is too soft.  I like something that’s got a little stiffness to it, so that you are able to actually flick the hair and the dust and the dirt out of the animal.  The curry comb is designed mainly to pull mud and loose hair off the animal.  
It’s a good idea depending on your animal and how willing they are to stand there, just the fact that you’re working around them, the chance of them pulling back because you’re working around them is greater, and it’s always a good idea to untie them especially when you’re doing the head.  
I like to start with their face.  If they have a halter on the thing you don’t want is to end up with a rubbed spot because you’ve had some mud or something under the halter.  Bring it right on back, moving with the hair, the hair lays from the front to the back.  Use your curry to knock anything solid loose, mud or a cocklebur, or anything like that, it’ll take it off.  Then brush the dust out of them with this.  If you get a hand motion going that amounts to a little flick of the wrist, it’ll have a tendency to take that hair out of there a little better rather than just going at it.  I see a lot of people getting a little bit too tender with them.  You got to get the mud out of them.  You got to get the dirt out of them.  It takes a little pressure on the brush and just bring it on back.  Then, again, I’m maintaining contact.  You’ll notice I have my left hand on her all the time.  That way I can feel if she’s going to do something that I don’t want her to do.  I have the ability now, when I get my hand away, I’ve stuck my hip into her here so I can feel what she’s doing.  You’ll notice I don’t put my head toward the rear.  There’s no point in doing that, if she did want to kick me— I don’t need to get kicked in the head.  Then you just come on the other side, do a similar thing, right on back.  
A couple other tools that we’ll use in the spring, especially, this is a shedding blade.  And what this does, in the spring, when they lose their hair, the brushes in the curry mats up so quickly that a lot of times just to take the hair out, you can actually pull just wads of hair out of an animal with a shedding blade and it quickens the process of getting that loose hair off of them.  One thing in the spring, you’ll have a problem with actually soaring them if you let the hair mat up, that hair can actually get in there and work, and actually ball up, and make basically a blister, take all the hair off, and take it right down to the meat.  So you want to make sure that you get the hair out of there before you start riding to any great extent.  
This is a rubber scrubber; it does virtually the same thing as the metal curry.  The thing about a metal curry is, again, when they’re shed out, if they happen to have scratches—I know Grace has a little scab right here.  If I use that metal curry on there, I can have a tendency to pull that scab off.  Curry won’t have a tendency to do that.  It does virtually the same thing as far as pulling the hair and the dirt and loosening the dirt up and it gives them a little massage in the process, too.  
And then this tool here is really just a tail comb designed for pulling burrs and often times they’ll get weeds, hound’s tongue, cockleburs that kind of thing in their tail, this will help to pull that stuff out of their tail.   

