Tying the basic horse tie knot is your rope over your rail.  I like to say make a figure 4.  You can see the figure 4 in the rope, and now it’s a matter of coming over, and pulling a loop through.  You’re basically, if you think of it, you’re basically tying a granny knot around your rope but you’re leaving a loop in it.  Snug that up, snug that up against your rail, and now if the mule or horse wanted to pull back, they can pull back on this so tight that it makes it very difficult to get this undone, but you can alleviate that problem by turning a half hitch around the loop.  Now she can pull on that all she wants.  All she’s doing is pulling on the loop.  When she’s done, all I have to do is step up here, undo the half hitch, and release the knot.
