Now it’s time to mount.  First thing we want to do is make sure that our cinch is tight.  We tighten that up.  I like the cinch just tight enough so that I can get my hand underneath, not too tight, not too loose, but it has to be tight enough so your saddle won’t move on you when you go to get in it.  We’ve got it all set and ready to mount.  What I’m going to do is get my rein set up, there’s kind of even on both reins right there.  I want my left rein, the rein on this side, I want it to be just a little bit shorter than my right rein, because if I—as I get up here and get in the saddle, if she was to move or take off, the thing you want to do is pull them into a circle, you don’t want them to get lined out, and get them into a position where they might buck or run away with you.  You want to be able to give it a pull, and bring that head around, and that will usually stop that movement.  Your animal has to stand for you.  You don’t want an animal that’s continually trying to walk away from you when you’re trying to get on board.  But what I do is I have my left hand on the saddle horn, I’m standing in close in the safe zone, I turn the stirrup to me, I put my left foot in, I’m going to go up and over, and into the saddle, and we’re mounted.

