
One important aspect of using stock is very seldom will you be anywhere but what you have to trailer your animals to a trailhead or wherever it is that you’re going to depart from, and in the process of doing that, you have to be able to tie your animals to your trailer.  There are some definite safety concerns relative to that.  Obviously, you want a knot that’s going to hold your animal there so your animal can’t get away, but you need to be able to tie a knot that you’re not going to injure yourself in the process.  
You’ll be able to see that as I tie this particular knot, and this is a good knot, it’s just a series of loops through a loop, through loops, and it’s a secure knot.  The beauty of this particular knot is I can pull it and it comes right off and I don’t have to pull a running end through, but you can see that it would be very easy for me, if I was to grab this here like this and she pulled back I’m going to pinch my hand.  You just have to be very, very careful that you don’t stick your hand, you’re only using your fingers and you’re paying attention all the time to your animal, always hanging on to the working end, to the head end of your animal so you know what’s going on.  So, one knot that you can tie is a loop, and then it’s a loop from your horse end, and then another loop from your running end – pull it tight from your horse, that way when you want to get it undone you can just pull it like that.  

Another very good knot, and this is used inside the trailer as well as outside, is a regular pig-tail knot.  I run a loop through, I have my loop and my running end and I merely turn a half-hitch around the whole works, and they’re tied.  There’s no way she can get away from that, but all I have to do to get it undone is have her step forward, pull that out of there, and pull it and everything is in a safe way without getting your fingers in a loop.
