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OUR PURPOSE:
Shall be to perpetuate the common sense 
use and enjoyment of horses in the back 
country and assist the various government 
agencies in their maintenance and 
management of the resource and to educate, 
encourage and solicit active participation 
by various members of the general public 
in the wise and sustaining use of horses, 
commensurate with our heritage and the 
back country resource.

2023 Officers, 1 year

President
Chris Nygren … 546-7550
chrisnygren1@gmail.com
Vice President
Henry Glenn … 578-2084
sedancowboy@outlook.com
treasurer
Jim Wing … 579-3230
wingit_4@msn.com
secretary
Laurie Connelly … 579-2859
directors
one year term
Sid Boswell … 595-7197
Carl Blaskovitch … 388-4640
Tom Lamb … 908-670-1162
two year term
BoB criswell … 595-8150
Kelly JacoBs … 589-3205
Kathy Van dyKe … 586-2440
state Board memBers
Dan Marsh (1 year) … 587-7578
Chris Nygren (2 year) … 546-7550
Kathy VanDyke (Alternate) … 586-2440
newsletter editor
Brant Robey… 222-5971
pbrantr@gmail.com
Bch weB master
Dan Marsh … 587-7578
webmaster@bchmt.org
https://gvbch.bchmt.org

Board meetings:
3rd Thursday, 6:30 PM

general meetings:
 3rd Thursday, 7:00 PM

Springhill Church
4769 West Babcock, Bozeman

Gallatin Valley Back Country Horsemen u PO Box 3232, Bozeman MT 59771-3232 u www.bchmt.org/gvbch/

february 2023
Newsletter

Board meeting : FeBruary 16, 6:00 Pm 
Springhill Church
general meeting & wild game Feed 
& usFs Presentation : FeBruary 16, 6:30 Pm 
Springhill Church
rally For PuBlic lands : FeBruary 23, noon-1:00
Montana Capitol Rotunda, Helena Link

President’s Report:

Upcoming EvEnts:

2023 memBershiP renewals 
are due 

http://gvbch.bchmt.Org/

While Winter may not be the best time to engage 
in outside equestrian activities, it is a great time to 
build relationships and connections within our horse 
and stock usage community. In that vein, there are some events coming 
up soon for everyone to participate in and support including the February 
16th GVBCH meeting at the Springhill Church. Starting at 6:30 we will 
have a wild game feed for everyone and members of the USFS will also eat 
with us, give a short update about plans for the upcoming year and bring 
volunteer signup agreements for people to sign for trail crew work. The 
GVBCH Board will meet at 6:00 followed by the game feed and general 
meeting. It is a great way to fellowship and start thinking about plans for 
the warmer weather.

Speaking of fellowship, there is also the 50th Montana State 
Backcountry Horsemen Convention in Kalispell on April 14-16 for an 
opportunity to meet and mingle with other backcountry horsemen from 
around the state. To encourage as many of our people to attend as possible, 
any signed up 2023 member of the Gallatin Valley Backcountry Horsemen 
will have their banquet meal paid for by GVBCH and the registration for 
the convention is free. Not many things in life are free, but the convention 
and the banquet are if any member signs up to attend before the early 
registration deadline of March 14th and notifies any GVBCH officer so we 
can reimburse you with a $40 check for the banquet cost. Please check out 
the State BCH convention link at the bchmt.org website.

Soon we will be setting dates for the trail crew training this Spring, 
putting out news on a packing clinic and other events before the trail 
clearing starts in earnest toward the end of May. Take care, stay warm and 
hope to see you soon .

—Chris

mailto:webmaster%40bchmt.org?subject=
http://gvbch.bchmt.org
www.bchmt.org/gvbch
https://wildmontana.org/event/2023-rally-for-public-lands/
http://GVBCH.BCHMT.ORG
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 19

Roll Call: Chris Nygren, Henry Glenn, Jim Wing, Dan 
Marsh, Dan Porter, Sid Boswell, John Mutter, Laurie 
Connelly, Kelly Jacobs, Marianne Meyer and Bob Criswell
Chris called the meeting to order at 6:32pm
meeting minutes December 2022
Kathy moved to approve the minutes as published; Sid 
seconded the motion; the motion passed.
treasurer’s repOrt

Jim reported on the checking and savings accounts 
balances. He paid out $74.10 for postage. Laurie motioned 
to approve the report; Kathy seconded the motion; the 
motion passed.
new business

Marianne has been our unofficial membership coordinator 
for close to 10 years and she would like to resign this 
position this year. Everyone please consider whether you 
would like to take on this role.
Back Country Horseman of Montana convention is April 
14-16. We can have up to 8 delegates. It’s the 50 year 
anniversary so it should be a great convention. All are 
welcome. After a brief discussion it is agreed that our 
chapter will pay the dinner fee for any members that 
want to go. There is no registration fee. You can go to the 
BCHMT website to register for the event. If you do so by 
March 1, our chapter will pay for your dinner. 
Chris and Julie Nygren, Henry and Molly Glenn, Dan and 
Alice Marsh, John Mutter, Kathy and Lawrence VanDyke, 
Sid and Stacie Boswell and Laurie Connelly have all 
committed to attending. 
Director position: After Connie LeHocky moved out 
of town we now are one director short. Chris reported 
that Carl Blaskovich has volunteered if we would like to 
appoint him. This is a Board appointed position. Kathy 
moved to fill Connies’s now vacant director position with 
Carl; Laurie seconded the motion; the motion passed.
The Forest Service is updating their Trail Construction 
Manual this year and is looking to have input from 
volunteers. They need to know who is interested in 
volunteering for this by the end of Feb.  You would not be 
responsible for creating or editing the manual just offering 
input and suggestions. If anyone is interested please let 
Chris, Dan Porter or Kathy VanDyke know.
Kelly has volunteered to approach the MSU marketing 
department to see if anyone in the program would be 
interested in volunteering with our chapter to help us 
with marketing our organization to the public. This was 
one of the ideas brought forward at our strategy/planning 
meeting earlier this month. For the student to function as 
an intern earning credit they would need a “professional 
in the marketing field” overseeing their work. If anyone 
in the chapter has skills in this area and would like to 
volunteer for this please let Chris know. 

Chapter finance audit: Our chapter is in need of doing 
a financial audit. This is a routine requirement in our 
constitution. We will need three people to volunteer to 
conduct the audit together. Let Chris know if you would 
be willing to help in this effort.
Henry will be presenting a Packing Clinic with Andi 
Shockley at MSU.  May 15-19 from 5:30-8:30pm with a 
food break in the middle. MSU will be providing the 
horses. Henry will be organizing and may be seeking 
volunteers to help with the presentation. 
Henry has dates for the Slough Creek work trips.  Our 
volunteers will be packing in supplies for the Forest 
Service work crew. They are going deep into the AB where 
trail hasn’t been worked on for many years. Volunteers 
will be needed for pack animals and members who would 
like to help with meal prep. We would be camping at 
the Slough Creek Ranger cabin and packing in farther 
to supply the crew as they work several miles  into the 
wilderness. The dates are August 15-22, packing things in, 
and August 29- Sept 5 packing out. Let Henry know if you 
would be interested in this trip.
Kathy moved to adjourn the meeting; Henry seconded the 
motion; the motion passed.
Chris adjourned the meeting at 7:07

—Respectfully submitted by Laurie Connelly
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 19

Chris called the meeting to order at 7:10pm
This is the Calendar Planning Meeting for our chapter. 
Please go to our website to access the calendar and see all 
our chapter events.
treasurer’s repOrt

Jim reported on the checking and savings accounts 
balances. Henry moved to approve the report; Chris 
seconded the motion; the motion passed.
meeting minutes December 2022
Janice moved to approve the minutes as published; 
Marianne seconded the motion; the motion passed.
new business

BCHMT Annual Convention:   April 14-16. In Kalispell. 
It is the 50th Anniversary so it will be a great convention 
with lots of speakers, dinner, music and an auction. 
Our own Stacie Boswell DVM will be a presenter. Dan 
Marsh has auction raffle tickets. 1 for $5, 5 for $20. There 
is no registration fee this year. You only have to pay for 
the dinner, $40. And your accommodations of course. 
Our chapter sends up to 8 delegates and we pay their 
registration. All other members pay their own way. 
Since there is no fee this year our chapter will cover 
all  members’ dinner fee if you register by March 1. All 
members are encouraged to go, the more the merrier. Go to 
https://BCHMT.org/. You can register and find the hotel/
motel/ camping sites that are offering event rates.
The National BCH convention (April 16-19) is also in 
the same location and follows the state convention. That 
registration is at the same site. You must register for them 
separately if you are interested.
membership cOOrDinatOr

Marianne has been our membership coordinator for close 
to 10 years and would like to resign this year. If anyone 
is interested in volunteering for this position please let 
Chris or Marianne know. Membership Engagement is 
another position we are looking to fill. Both positions are 
meant to help potential and new members learn about 
the organization and feel more welcome. Please let Chris 
know if you would be willing to volunteer for either of 
these.
fOrest service trail cOnstructiOn anD maintenance 
nOtebOOk

This Forest service handbook is going to be updated. The 
Forest Service is looking for the input of volunteers who 
work on the trails. If you might be interested in sitting on 
a committee to discuss the updates please let Chris, Kathy 
VanDyke or Dan Porter know. The current notebook can 
be accessed on the website under education.

tOnight’s visitOr

Holly Hunts, from SouthWest Montana Community 
Organizations Active In Disaster, came to introduce herself 
and the organization. It covers Madison, Park and Gallatin 
Counties. She has developed a roster of organizations in 
these counties and their contact information that can be 
available to help in a disaster situation. As a chapter we 
already belong and, when needed, will be contacted for 
help with trailering live stock, pulling vehicles, animals or 
people out of harms way as possible and searching for lost 
live stock. Some of our members have already done these 
sort of things but this organization is trying to put together 
formal rosters of those who can be contacted for help.
Thank you Holly.
mOss anD 4-h 
Janice has been connecting with leaders at MOSS 
(Montana Outdoor Science School) to help facilitate their 
volunteer leaders getting needed hours working with 
other outdoor related volunteer groups. They are seeking 
our help in this regard. Janice will keep us posted. 4-H is 
also hoping we can do some equine/trail maintenance 
education for the 4-H kids. Janice is graciously heading up 
these efforts. She would welcome any volunteers from our 
chapter.
Our Next Meeting…February 16.  This will be our 
annual WILD-GAME FEED/ Forest Service Volunteer 
Agreement signing meeting. We start a little earlier, at 
6:00p for the Board meeting 6:30p for the General. At 
the general meeting, we enjoy our Wild-GAME FEED 
POTLUCK while having the meeting. The Forest Service 
representatives come to this meeting so they can enjoy the 
potluck but also so they can explain any changes and have 
our chapter volunteers sign the FS Volunteer agreement for 
the year. Hopefully they will also have the dates for First 
Aid, Chain-Saw and Sawyer training/certification. These 
are trainings the FS requires of us if we will be working on 
the trails. 
So this is definitely a meeting you want to attend. And as 
with any potluck, please bring something to share. If you 
don’t have wild-game it can be anything you want. 
Janice moved to adjourn the meeting; Molly seconded the 
motion; the motion passed.
Chris adjourned the meeting at 8:19pm

—Respectfully submitted by Laurie Connelly

http://gvbch.bchmt.org/calendar.htm
https://bchmt.org/wp/event/back-country-horsemen-celebrates-50-years-of-service/
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fOr mOre infOrmatiOn anD tO rsvp here

Montana state lawmakers are at it again, threatening public land access, funding for conservation 
programs, and our constitutional right to clean air, clean water, and healthy public lands.

It’s time for Montanans to unite and show our elected officials that we won’t tolerate 
ANY attacks on the lands, waters, wildlife, and outdoor way of life we love.

Join folks from across the state at the State Capitol in Helena to say, loud and clear, that we 
WILL hold elected officials accountable if they try to sell out public lands, waters, and wildlife 

to corporations and wealthy landowners at the expense of everyday Montanans.

We’ll be providing transportation to Helena from across the state.

https://www.rallyforpubliclands.com/
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Horse Personality Presenter, Jenny Trainor, at the "snippet" from Wednesday evening. The event was well attended and I 
counted at least a dozen GVBCH Chapter members present. I think everyone found the presentation very interesting and 
helpful in understanding their own equestrian partners. I was able to peg my own two very quickly as  "left brain extrovert" 
and "right brain introvert". Go Figure! Its the Appy in them I guess.
It was also great to see the BCH presence at the event. Our own future demonstration on packing  was announced as 
well as other upcoming  topics like wilderness equestrian first aid. —Dan Porter

HORSE PERSONALITY PRESENTER, JENNY TRAINOR
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TRAILS, CREWS & TRAIL BOSS
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The Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook can be downloaded here on Bchmt.org

https://www.fs.usda.gov/t-d/pubs/pdfpubs/pdf07232806/pdf07232806dpi72.pdf
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VOLUNTEER RETENTION & ENGAGEMENT —STACIE B0SWELL



9



10

LETTER FROM DAN PORTER TO JOSH KINSEL, MT FWP
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PO Box 3232
Bozeman, MT 59772 - 3232

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gallatin-Valley-
Back-Country-Horsemen/187161811381444

Friend us on FaceBooK

GVBCH IS INDEBTED TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES & MEMBERS
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR 2022 POKER RIDE

Stacie Boswell, DVM
Bridger Bowl
Four Corners Saddlery

Kenetrek Boots
Madison River Propane

Montana Canvas
Murdoch’s Ranch and Home Supply
Rocky Mountain Hat Company

https://www.facebook.com/gvbch/

