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OUR PURPOSE:
Shall be to perpetuate the common sense 
use and enjoyment of horses in the back 
country and assist the various government 
agencies in their maintenance and 
management of the resource and to educate, 
encourage and solicit active participation 
by various members of the general public 
in the wise and sustaining use of horses, 
commensurate with our heritage and the 
back country resource.

2023 Officers, 1 year

President
Chris Nygren … 546-7550
chrisnygren1@gmail.com
Vice President
Henry Glenn … 578-2084
sedancowboy@outlook.com
treasurer
Carmen Matzick … 600-1379
secretary
Laurie Connelly … 579-2859
directors
one year term
Sid Boswell … 595-7197
Carl Blaskovitch … 388-4640
Rich Inman … 388-1564
two year term

BoB criswell … 595-8150
Kelly JacoBs … 589-3205
Kathy Van dyKe … 586-2440
state Board memBers
Dan Marsh (1 year) … 587-7578
Chris Nygren (2 year) … 546-7550
Kathy VanDyke (Alternate) … 209-0613
newsletter editor
Brant Robey… 222-5971
pbrantr@gmail.com
Bch weB master
Dan Marsh … 587-7578
webmaster@bchmt.org
https://gvbch.bchmt.org

Board meetings:
3rd Thursday, 6:30 PM

general meetings:
 3rd Thursday, 7:00 PM

Springhill Church
4769 West Babcock, Bozeman

Gallatin Valley Back Country Horsemen u PO Box 3232, Bozeman MT 59771-3232 u www.bchmt.org/gvbch/

The Picket Line
july 2023

Newsletter

POker ride : July 8, 8:00 am

Bridger Bowl
tuesday trail crew : July 4, 11, 18, 26
wednesday trail crew : July 5, 12, 19, 26
Contact Lew Goodpasture, 575-639-9091
saturday trail crew : July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Contact Dan Porter, 539-0879
Big sKy country state Fair  : July 19-23
Gallatin County Fairgrounds
Board meeting : July 20, 6:00 Pm 
1655 Harper Puckett Road
general meeting : July 20, 7:00 Pm 
1655 Harper Puckett Road
BuFFalo ForK : July 24-29

Upcoming EvEnts:

President’s Report:

Poker Ride, Poker Ride, Poker Ride. It is here and set for July 8th at 
Bridger Bowl. Registration is on line and the only way to guarantee a 
lunch. There will probably be limited availability on the morning of the 
Ride at the registration table however we will still be capped at the total 
number of riders allowed and the lunches will probably be sold out by 
then. We plan on having a 50/50 raffle and already have some great prizes 
for the winning poker hands. We are going on the South route out of 
Bridger Bowl which will involve more forests, going by Schlausman’s Lift 
and avoiding Brackett Creek Road.

Trail crews are going now with the snow melted and the trails 
drying out. There is a lot of work to do there and Dan Porter and Lew 
Goodpasture are eager to have people participate. John Mutter is also 
available to have people work on the Madison side for when he can 
schedule trail crew work. Later events this summer include a trip to 
Ramshorn Lake to work on the corrals there, a BBQ work event at the 
Cache Creek corrals up Taylor Fork and Absaroka-Beartooth pack trips up 
Slough Creek in support of the US Forest Service.

Summer is short, live it to the fullest and I hope to see you on the trails
—Chris

mailto:webmaster%40bchmt.org?subject=
http://gvbch.bchmt.org
www.bchmt.org/gvbch
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 15

Roll Call: Chris Nygren, Henry Glenn, Kathy VanDyke, 
Carmen Matzick, Carl Blaskovich, Sid Boswell, Kelly 
Jacobs, Rich Inman, Dan Porter (proxy for Laurie 
Connelly), John Mutter (proxy for Bob Criswell), Dan 
Marsh
Called to order by Chris Nygren.
minutes Of may 2023 meeting

It was noted that the June meeting date was inaccurate and 
should be changed. Carl moved to approve the minutes as 
amended; Henry seconded; the motion passed.
treasurer’s rePOrt

Carmen reported on the chapter’s savings and checking 
accounts. Rich moved to approve the report; Dan 
seconded; the motion passed.
Dan presented a food bill for the Spanish Creek corral 
project ($109.46); Henry moved that Dan be reimbursed; 
Carl seconded; the motion passed.
Carmen announced that Larry Thomas will be inducted 
into the Montana Teamster Hall of Fame on June 24 in 
Deer Lodge.

From parades to the Olympics to farm yard and ranches,
To the Army and all of the military branches.

At picnics and rodeos, and on lots of T shirts,
or in a pile of rocks, stuck strong in the dirt

From mountings on houses in back and front yards
Our flag, she stands mighty and always on guard.

Through blazing sun,  freezing snow and cold rain
through whipping wind, our flag still remains.

God Bless the USA and all of those that have
helped to protect our country every day.

—Janice Cartwright

Old Business

Poker Ride: We discussed a variety of Poker Ride details. 
The Ride will be further discussed at the general meeting.
new Business

Road closure:The east fork of Hyalite Road will be 
partially closed for road work this summer per the Forest 
Service.
Adjournment: Kelly moved to adjourn the meeting; 
Carmen seconded; the motion passed.

—Secretary (acting): Kathy VanDyke
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 GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 15

Called to Order by Chris Nygren.
PrOgram

Janice Cartwright gave a brief talk about bridles, brow 
bands and horse comfort, and introduced several new 
members.
minutes Of may 2023 meeting

It was noted that the June meeting date was inaccurate and 
should be changed. John Mutter moved to approve the 
minutes as amended; Carl seconded; the motion passed.
treasurer’s rePOrt

Carmen reported on the chapter’s savings and checking 
accounts. Jim Martin moved to approve the report; 
Corinne Martin seconded; the motion passed.
Janice presented a bill for ice cream for tonight’s “Social.”
Carmen announced that Larry Thomas will be inducted 
into the Montana Teamster Hall of Fame on June 24 in 
Deer Lodge.
new Business

Road closure: Chris announced that the east fork of 
Hyalite Road will be partially closed for road work this 
summer per the Forest Service.
Rams Horn Lake project: Chris announced that there 
will be a “recon trip” to Rams Horn Lake on June 23 to 
determine the scope of the corral work. The project will be 
completed in August or September.
4-H Project: Jim Wing noted that the 4-H horse show 
will be the weekend of July 15. Several members have 
volunteered to help with the show in the past and our 
participation is much appreciated. Jim will send an email 
to the members about this event.

Old Business

Trail crews: Dan Porter and Lew Goodpasture reported on 
the corral and trail projects completed thus far this year.
Wilderness cabin projects: Henry reminded everyone of 
the Buffalo Fork and Slough Creek cabin projects this 
summer. Get in touch with Henry if you’re interested in 
participating.
Poker Ride: 
(1) Advertising: We discussed several ideas for advertising 
and several members took posters to put up around the 
valley. Janice and Rich will do their annual KBZK tv 
promo.
(2) Kathy led a discussion about volunteer opportunities 
and numerous members signed up to help.
(3) Trail clearing: Wed., July 5 at 9:00 (or Thurs., July 6 if 
rainy). Contact Henry if you want to help.
(4) Trail flagging: Fri., July 7, time TBD. Contact Janice if 
you want to help.
(5) Advance riders: Sat., July 8 at 6:30 am. Contact Janice if 
you want to help.
(6) Sweep riders: Sat., July 8 at 10:30 am. Contact Kathy if 
you want to help.
(7) De-flagging: Sun., July 9 at 9:30 am. Contact Dan Porter 
if you want to help.
Set-up will occur on Fri., July 7 beginning at 4:00 pm. A 
potluck will follow with Henry providing the pulled pork.
Call Kathy with any questions (406) 209-0613
Adjournment: John Mutter moved to adjourn the meeting; 
Janice seconded; the meeting was adjourned.

—Submitted by Kathy VanDyke
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8 2023

35 Montana

mulewoman59@gmail.com
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 SPANISH CREEK CORRAL PROJECT
MAY 24
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 SPANISH CREEK
MAY 31

We had 9 members meet at Spanish Creek trailhead this past Wednesday for a day in the Wilderness. Much thanks to 
all volunteers that helped out this week. Group 1 consisted of Rich who worked alone (he and his combi) up Trail 401, 
clearing water bars and doing trail maintenance. He worked until about noon before heading home.
Group 2 was Dan M, Jim, Kenji, and Bruce who travelled up Trail 407 and onto Trail 413, going past Pioneer Falls 
approximately 1 mile. They encountered several downed trees, some rather large. With crosscuts and Silky saws they 
cleared 8 trees from the trail. They travelled about 8 miles roundtrip and arrived back at the trailhead about 3:00.
The 3rd group, consisting of Laurie, Lew, Tom and Mark (for the last 3 hours) We travelled Trail 407 past the junction at Tr 
413 and followed the South Fork Spanish Creek. At the first bridge (across Falls Creek) we decided to not try to cross the 
high and fast creek and tied up there. Walking on we went about 3/4 mile to 2nd bridge crossing the South Fork and on 
for another 100yds. With crosscuts and Silky saws, we cut out about 15 trees from the trail before turning back. Mark met 
with us as we stopped for lunch, all riding back to the trailhead, arriving about 2:30. Laurie, Mark and Lew then swapped 
crosscuts for chainsaws and took off up Little Hellroaring Trail. We rode about 2 miles up, cutting 20 trees to clear the trail 
before turning back. We arrived back at the trailhead at about 4:45.
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 NATIONAL TRAILS DAY
JUNE 3

These “Sugar Bowl” wild flowers also known 
as “Vase Flower” are early season bloomers 
that were everywhere along the 401 trail 
yesterday as Lew and I hiked in with combies , 
loppers, and silky despite the constant light rain 
yesterday. We cleared sediment from several 
water bars that were clogged with sediment and 
not functioning and replaced others that were 
rotted out with either new logs or rocks. We left 
the trailhead at 10:30 am and returned at 6:30 
pm for a full day enjoying the cool weather. On 
the drive out through the Turner Ranch we saw 
bison, elk, deer, sandhill cranes, and several 
male Bobolinks.—DP
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 HELLROARING & INDIAN RIDGE TRAILS
JUNE 7

The Wednesday Crew split up with the crew led by Dan going up Hellroaring Trail #81. Joining Dan was Mark 
DeOpsomer and a guest, Kyle, along with Kenji Aoki. We got going a little before 9:00 AM and went to the junction of 
Hellroaring Creek and the North Fork of Hellroaring Creek. We cut a half dozen trees before the Wilderness Boundary 
with an electric Chainsaw and cut out five more in the Wilderness with a crosscut and Silky. There was a forecast of 
thunderstorms for the afternoon so after having lunch at the junction we decided to head back instead of proceeding up 
the North Fork. The trail after the bridge was very muddy with no place to really drain the water off the trail. The tread 
could use some work in the sidehill section just before the junction as the horses were having a hard time keeping their 
feet on the trail. My horse Cecil seemed like he was tripping more than normal and when I got back to the trailhead, I 
noticed he had lost his front left shoe. He lost his other front shoe in the pasture the next day, but the farrier got them put 
back on Friday. We got back to the trailers around 2:30 PM with a 10-mile round trip. The forecasted thunderstorm turned 
out to only be a sprinkle.
Lew met with a second group including Clint, Bruce and Tim at Indian Ridge TH and rode up Trail 444 about 5 miles to 
the junction with Little Hellroaring Trail 400. We got into some deadfall along the way but also a couple of live trees that 
had come down. We cleared all of it away and, with loppers, cleared some small trees and branches that had grown too 
close to the trail. We made it to the junction about 1 pm, had some lunch, and got rained on for a short time. We turned 
back at that point and arrived back at the trailhead about 2:45.
Much thanks to both groups for their efforts this week.—Lew
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 SPANISH CREEK #401
JUNE 10

Yesterday, under cloudy skies, six GVBCH members, Carmen, Tim, Tom, Kenji, Mark, and myself rode the #401 trail west 
from the Spanish Creek Campground with one packhorse in tow. We carried silky saws and our chapter's Stihl battery 
powered chain saw. We made good time, reaching the North Fork Crossing just before 2 pm after clearing 16 deadfall 
from the trail. It was noted that most of the water bars we had maintained last season are still functioning fairly well but 
many others need total replacement or maintenance. The weather turned ugly just as we cleared the last tree from the 
trail and at one point we resorted to waiting it out  in a sheltered location until the thunder and lightening and hail  had 
passed before returning to the trailhead just before 5pm through rain and hail.
All in all it was a great day in the outdoors with a fun group of BCHers giving back to the resource we love. —DP
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 SPANISH CREEK #4017, #413
JUNE 16

A crew co-led by Dan and Lew, along with Clint and Tim headed up Spanish Creek Trail #4017 then to Trail #413 towards 
Jerome Rock Lakes. Lew had to get home by 5 so he left us a little after lunch. We had to cut out a few new trees that 
had fallen since we were up there a couple of weeks ago. In all we cut out 23 trees of varying sizes. We had a couple of 
doozies that required a lot of limbing and multiple cuts. On the switchbacks we ran across one that nobody would have 
been able to get around on a steep slope. We met a number of hikers and a couple of youngsters with skies on their 
backs running up to the blaze. We also met some folks on horseback that would have had to turn around if we hadn’t got 
the switchback cleared. We had lunch and kept running into more trees after Lew went back and by the time we got to the 
creek crossing around 3, going in 5.5 miles and cutting out a bad leaner we were worn out and decided to turn around. 
Even though we didn’t make it all the way to the lake we got through the worst part of where the downed trees would 
cause a problem. Kenji couldn’t make it, so you have to deal with photos from Lew and Dan. We got back to the trailers 
around 5PM and headed home.
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Lew, Dan M. and I met with Bill Miller from the Forest Service at Spanish Creek to learn more about the "right" way to 
install water bars…We "thought" that we already knew. As it turns out, there are lots of ways to install water bars…too 
high, too short, too low, wrong angle, wrong place…and then there is the right way!
We hiked up the 401 and Bill pointed out the good, the bad, and the ugly. We reworked the trail as we went and ended up 
about 1 mile in by completely replacing a rotted water bar.
At first Bill’s comment was "pretty good"…then, later the comment was "really good", then it was "very nice", then 
"excellent", and on our final attempt we heard Bill softly say "Perfect". I am sure we will receive certificates for the use 
of combies. All kidding aside, we spent a very worthwhile morning learning from Bill the finer points of water control on 
trails…and we are eager to show our fellow GVBCHers what we have learned.—DP

 WATER BARS WITH THE USFS
JUNE 20

Dan Marsh, Dan Porter, and Lew 
Goodpasture headed to Spanish Creek 
to meet up with Bill Miller of the Forest 
Service to learn how to make the 
perfect water bar. Under threatening 
skies and cool temperature, we went 
up the #401 trail about 1.5 miles to look 
at and critique the existing water bars 
and put in a new one. We grabbed a 
couple combies, a Pulaski, a pick, and 
a silky and hiked up the trail cleaning 
out a few water bars as we went. We 
learned that we needed to bury the 
log for the water bar so only the top 
few inches are above the grade. We 
learned that we need at least 45 to 60 
degrees angle with the trail. The idea is 
to dig down below the trail with a wide 

basin, so the water doesn't use the log as a diversion. We 
also talked about not using rocks instead of a log because 
they are harder to place properly and not have water go 
through the cracks between them and stay in place. It was 
a very instructive training session, and we now have a lot 
better understanding of how to make the perfect water bar. 
We got back to the trailhead and had lunch and Bill went 
to meet up with the rest of the crew that headed down the 
#407 trail.
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Buffalo Horn Trailhead with MT FWP and USFS people to check out rebuilding the corrals. GVBCH members Henry 
Glenn, Kew Goodpasture and Chris Nygren led them on this site reconnaissance trip. Narrowly avoided massive rain 
showers and canyon traffic. Saw goats and sheep which made biologist Julie Cunningham happy. We had a good trip and 
helped build better relationships with the government agencies.—Chris Nygren

RAMSHORN LAKE CORRALS
JUNE 23
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 SPANISH CREEK
JUNE 25

Kenji, new member Quirine, and I rode in the 401, leaving the Spanish Creek trailhead at 10 am sharp and with already 
cleared trail reached the 409 junction just before noon time. After a quick lunch break, we headed up the 409 clearing 
deadfall using the Stihl and stopping at 3pm just short of the wilderness boundary. The water bars on the 401 are 
functioning well for the most part but are in need of maintenance. On the 409 the need is much greater, with many runs 
where the diversions are long gone beginning to experience erosion of the trail. We returned to the Spanish Creek 
trailhead right at 5pm having enjoyed perfect weather, meadows of early season wild flowers, a Gray owl crossing our 
path, and two bull elk as well as clearing an unknown number (Kenji said over 50) of deadfall. Leaving the campground on 
the road through the ranch we were slowed several times by large groups of buffalo stopped on the road. Thank you Kenji 
and Quirine for a great day on the trail!—DP
South Fork Spanish Creek Trail about 4-5 miles in then cleared about 50 downed trees about 2.5 miles on the Camp 
Creek trail until approximately the wilderness line. Trail work was done by volunteers of the GVBCH. Lovely trail with 
great views. Wild life spotted: a big grey Owl and some Elk. Trail is in good condition, muddy sections close to the creek 
crossings, overall mostly dry. Lovely day, we lucked out with weather, it started raining when we pulled out.—Quirine Krol

Across the 401, from Spanish Creek they rode,
there was no padlock, no fence… or gate code.
Three horses all from various lineage
One Appy, one Mustang…and one of unknown Kineage.
They stopped for lunch at the 409 junction,
The wildflowers blooming in quite a Kabunction.
Then up the 409 , the Stihl was a humming,
Clouds overhead said the rain was a coming.
Just short of the wilderness,  already 3pm,
The crew said it was time…´I agreed with them.

Back down the trail, no packhorse in tow,
We made good time, our horses did go.
All the rain and the hail, it had just missed us,
The horses were tired and didn't raise a fusstus.
Made it back to the trailhead just at five,
and headed for home, only a 1 hour drive.
We had a great day together.. clearing the 409. 
Thank you  Kenji and Quirine.. for a day spent just fine.

—DP
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 GVBCH IS INDEBTED TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES & MEMBERS
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR 2022  POKER RIDE

Stacie Boswell
Bridger Bowl
Four Corners Saddlery

Kenetrek Boots
Madison River Propane

Montana Canvas
Murdoch’s Ranch and Home Supply
Rocky Mountain Hat Company

PO Box 3232
Bozeman, MT 59772 - 3232

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gallatin-Valley-
Back-Country-Horsemen/187161811381444

Friend us on FaceBooK

https://www.facebook.com/gvbch/

