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OUR PURPOSE:
Shall be to perpetuate the common sense 
use and enjoyment of horses in the back 
country and assist the various government 
agencies in their maintenance and 
management of the resource and to educate, 
encourage and solicit active participation 
by various members of the general public 
in the wise and sustaining use of horses, 
commensurate with our heritage and the 
back country resource.

2026 Officers, 1 year

President
Sid Boswell … 595-7197
sid@sidboswell.com
Vice President
Henry Glenn … 578-2084
sedancowboy@outlook.com
Treasurer
Elizabeth Heppler … 209-2063
Secretary
Kathy VanDyke … 209-0613
Directors
Two Year Term
Laurie Connelly … 579-2859
Lew Goodpasture … 575-639-9091
Devon Kerley … 704-562-5021 
One Year Term
Chris Day … 580-3005
DC Stark … 307-690-9905
State Board Directors
Dan Marsh (2 year) … 581-3160
Chris Nygren (1 year) … 546-7550
Sid Boswell, alternate (1 yr) 595-7197
Newsletter Editor
Brant Robey… 223-3077
pbrantr@gmail.com
BCH Web Master
Dan Marsh … 581-3160
webmaster@bchmt.org
https://gvbch.bchmt.org

Board Meetings:
3rd Thursday, 6:30 PM

General Meetings:
 3rd Thursday, 7:00 PM

First Security Bank
2046 Cattail St & 19th St

Gallatin Valley Back Country Horsemen u PO Box 3232, Bozeman MT 59771-3232 u www.bchmt.org/gvbch/

gallatin valley back country horsemen
May 2026

The Picket Line

Trail Crew with Mark DeOpsomer : May 6, 
Asbestos Creek TH/Karst
BCHMT State Board Meeting : May 9, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Deer Lodge Elks Lodge 1737 230 Main St, Deer Lodge
Wednesday Trail Crew with Lew Goodpasture : May 20, 27
Board Meeting : May 21, 6:30 pm

First Security Bank
General Meeting : May 21, 7:00 pm 
First Security Bank
Saturday Trail Crew with Dan Porter : May 23, 30
National Trails Day : June 6

Upcoming Events:

President’s Report:
Happy Spring!

The weather has been beautiful, and all of us equine enthusiasts are glad 
to be back outside and working with our stock. Foals are here or will be 
soon. It’s the best time of year.

First, an apology. We canceled the April meeting, and I know that’s not 
exactly the Montana way. But we had members dealing with significant 
snow, and the roads in Bozeman were wet with all that wet heavy snow 
after the storm. With temperatures dropping to the mid-20s that evening, 
we weren’t comfortable asking folks to be out on what could have been a 
skating rink. We’ll make up for it in May.

And there is plenty on the agenda. Poker Ride planning will be front and 
center — July 11 is coming faster than it feels like, and we need volunteers 
in several key positions. We will also wrap up the convention financials 
now that Elizabeth has had a few weeks to reconcile everything.

Our trail crews get back to work starting this month — Wednesday crews 
kick off May 20 with Lew Goodpasture as Trail Boss, and Saturday crews 
start May 23 with Dan Porter as Trail Boss. Contact either of them if you 
would like to get out with your equines and take a look at what our early 
season will look like after a windy winter and spring.

The Gallatin Valley Tack Swap took place April 25 at Springhill 
Community Ranch. Mark DeOpsomer led a packing demonstration that 
was well received. Also this past weekend (May 2nd and 3rd), several 
members attended the Technical Large Animal Emergency Rescue (TLAER) 
course. We look forward to hearing a recap from those who attended at our 
May meeting.

Our May meetings are Thursday, May 21 at First Security Bank on Cattail 
Street. Board meeting at 6:30pm, general meeting at 7:00pm. We will have a 
program to kick off the general meeting before getting into business.

Finally, National Trails Day is June 6. We will likely have a day of service 
with lunch and potentially time for fun rides in the afternoon. We also 
have some exciting opportunities in the works to have corporate and other 
volunteer organizations join us. After conversations with MeatEater and 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, both are looking for opportunities for a 
day of service, and we are in discussions about partnering with them on a 
project. More details to come. See you May 21.

—Sid Boswell, President, GVBCH
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 GVBCH IS INDEBTED TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES & MEMBERS
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR 2025 POKER RIDE

PO Box 3232
Bozeman, MT 59772 - 3232

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gallatin-Valley-
Back-Country-Horsemen/187161811381444

Friend us on Facebook

Carter’s Boots
City Brew (Cattail St)
Double Diamond
Four Corners Saddlery
Kenetrek Boots
Madison River Propane
Montana Canvas
Montana Horse Sense
Montana Silversmiths

Murdoch’s Ranch & Home
Northwestern Energy
Owenhouse Ace Hardware
Rikki’s Furniture Gallery
Rocky Mountain Hat Company
Tactic
Dan Marsh
Alice Pilgeram

https://www.facebook.com/gvbch/

