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June 2023

Hello folks!

We had our first overnight in the backcountry memorial day weekend!
It was a weekend of work, stories, good food and friendship! We didn't
quite make it up to the meadows, even with a 2nd crew.

There is no June meeting but I hope everyone gets some saddle time!
If you are the parade type, we are going to participate in the parades in
Absarokee and Fishtail. More info on that further down the newsletter
but Sarah Lewis is your contact for that.

We are changing some things up with the reimbursements and record
keeping so please use the Google form!

Work Project Reporting Form

Happy trails and I'll see you soon!

Melissa

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwwNuQsZrirL-mmcie6nNWktn-oRVCdOqdGncrEJ0hJXQ6tQ/viewform
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Next Meeting:

No June Meeting! Please get out and enjoy some saddle time!

2023 Membership dues:
● Business Membership $40
● Family Membership $35
● Individual Membership $25

Not a member yet? Application available for download here.

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001

https://bchmt.org/wp/beartooth/files/2023/01/Membership-Application.pdf
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2023 – WORK PROJECT/ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

June 17 (Sat) Bad Canyon/Trout Cr (overnight available)

June 24 (Sat) (Fishtail Days) make up date for inclement weather

July 6 – July 11. ABW Pack Support. Meatrack. Pack in Thursday, July 6 and out Tuesday, July 11.
Overnight on either end if you want, or stay for a long weekend. Pack support for a trail maintenance
crew of about 8-9; gear, food and tools.

July 22-23 Sat-Sun Crazy Mountain clearing. Half Moon Campground to Twin Lakes Aug 5
(Sat) Line Lake packout -needs recon

August 18-20 (Fri-Sun),Meyer’s Creek. Summer Rendezvous and Campout. Details
forthcoming. General meeting Saturday, Aug 19

Sept 9 or 16 (Sat) Stillwater ride? Put up trailhead sign, if open.

OTHER
June 18 (Sun) Father’s Day
June 23 Fishtail Days
July 4 (Tue). Red Lodge Independence Day Celebration
July 29-30 (Sat-Sun). Absarokee Days

**Please note any unauthorized trail clearings are not covered under Forest Service insurance**

TRAIL CLEARING

Let’s Talk Trail Clearing

The board has decided to outline the details on trail clearing outside of the schedule for anyone
representing the Beartooth Back Country Horsemen.

The schedule is set at the beginning of each year and sent to the Forest Service, and we are covered
under their insurance during those dates. When trail clearings happen outside of that, we are not
covered, as stated at the bottom of this year’s schedule.

The board has set up 4 guidelines to follow to ensure you are covered under insurance and for
reimbursement:

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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● The member in good standing must let a board member know they are entering the trail on an
outlined date and time 48 hours prior to going.

● The entire club must be informed and invited.
● A minimum of 2 members go and clear trail for safety purposes.
● All paperwork must be signed including the volunteer agreement & the pre-trip safety hazard

analysis.

**In case you missed it, we are moving our reimbursement procedure to an easy form. Please fill it out,
even if you do not want reimbursement, as we send everything into the state and it is submitted to the
Forest Service. Every mile and volunteer hour shows the importance of every back country horsemen
chapter.

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001



June 2023~ Page 8

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001



June 2023~ Page 9

PARADES!

Aren’t horses the best part about any parade?! Well, we happen to have horses and would love to get
back into showcasing the club and our work with the community by being in the parades!

If you would like to participate in the Absarokee or Fishtail parades, please reach out to Sarah Lewis at
slewis_35@yahoo.com so she can get a head count and communicate about any other details.

Upcoming Parade Opportunities:

Fishtail Family Fun Days – Saturday June 24th

Absarokee Days – Saturday, July 29th

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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2023 – ANNUAL RENDEZVOUS

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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2023 – YOUTH SUMMER CAMP

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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RESOURCES

Life Flight Network

Let's talk about the not so fun part of the backcountry. There are definite risks involved about being
away from civilization and being self reliant if anything goes awry. If something bad happens and you

are unable to exit on foot or horseback, the only
option is via helicopter. It is incredibly expensive
but there is some insurance for the just in case
instance. Following is the link for informative
purposes only.

PLEASE NOTE: This is NOT a sales pitch. This
is a non-commissioned link.

https://member.lifeflight.org/#lp-pom-block-370

Membership is under $100 and, according to the
website, will cover the flight. There is also
additional ground insurance.

Online Defensive Horsemen Information

Website - https://bchmt.org/wp/education/

Scroll down towards the middle and you will see Horse Safety

This is good information and a great resource for new members that still need some defensive horsemen
prior to doing any work activities this year.

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001

https://member.lifeflight.org/#lp-pom-block-370
https://bchmt.org/wp/education/
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MINUTES – MAY 4, 2023– BBCH BOARDMEETING

Board Meeting, May 4th 2023

In attendance, Bob K., John C., John J., Melissa C.

Meeting called to order at 7:19 pm

No changes to the minutes.

President's Report – Spoke about the paperwork for the work projects again for further clarification for
Melissa. Reimbursement came up in regards to the reimbursement will go to the individual or the club
from Region 1. John C will find out at national meeting. There was also discussion about the IRS
requirement for submitting as income for the individual if paid anything above 14 cents per mile. On the
topic of reimbursements, Bob K. suggested a form to have everyone submit their mileage and trail
information. John C. brought up the specific things we need on the said form, Melissa will create it and
send it out.

VP report – None

Treasurer's report – Audit on schedule for May 12th

Fish and game will be the presenters at the May meeting, possible talk about a pack project as well as
the rescheduled Yellowstone Project.

No general meeting for June.

Sarah Lewis will head up the parade organization and the officers agreed it’s good to have a public
presence.

Issues – The dues will be increasing nationally by $5, this needs be reflected sooner rather than later so
we are not losing money for the 2024 calendar year. All of the resolutions at the national level have
failed. At national convention, they spoke about engaging and mentoring new members, this is
something we were going to do at the pack clinic.

Discussion closed at 8:39 pm.

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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JUST FOR FUN

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001
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TRAIL OF THE MONTH

Packing into Badger Cabin (photo by Eleanore Eberts)

BADGER CABIN TRAIL

Location: East Glacier Park
Length (roundtrip): 22 miles

Surface: dirt, rocks, shallow river crossings

The trail to Badger Cabin captures just how spectacular and wild the Badger-Two Medicine is. Saddle up at
Marias Pass on the southern edge of Glacier National Park, then ride south and cross the shallow South Fork of
Two Medicine River over ten times. Crystal clear swimming and fishing holes, meadows bursting with
wildflowers, and the chance to spot wildlife like moose, bears, beavers, and even wolves awaits. Hunker down in
one of the rich stands of poplar and cottonwood or set up camp in an open meadow to make a gorgeous overnight
adventure. Get more trail details here.

https://wildmontana.org/2021/12/06/community/six-dont-miss-horseback-riding-trails-in-montana/

Where are you riding? Feel free to email us your favorite trails and riding spots.

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001

https://wildmontana.org/hike/?trail=badger-cabin
https://wildmontana.org/2021/12/06/community/six-dont-miss-horseback-riding-trails-in-montana/
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THANK YOU TO THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT 59001


