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 Hello everyone, 

 September is here which means we had our end of summer rendezvous at 
 Meyers Ck. 

 The weekend started on Friday with a few members arriving, setting up 
 camps and going for a fun ride. 

 Saturday was filled with our annual packing and cross cut competitions. 
 Followed by an evening meal and general club meeting. 

 I want to congratulate our winners! 
 Sloane and Jeff in the packing competition and Jon and Molly in the cross 
 cut competition. 

 With September, we will have our monthly club meeting again in Columbus 
 at the Palladium Draught House - Sept 15 at 6:30 pm. We will begin a basic 
 packing class for our members that will continue for the next few months. If 
 you have ever wanted to learn the basics of packing come and participate. 

 Club elections are coming up in November. There are 5 spots that will need 
 to be filled– 1 State Director, 1 Alternate State Director, and 3 local 
 directors. If you are interested and would like more information, please talk 
 with any board member. 

 With hunting season upon us, many are heading afield. Good luck to you and 
 be safe. 

 See you on the trails, 
 Randy Thomsen 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 NEXT MEETING: 

 https://www.budgeslodge.com/elk-hunts 

 September 15, 2025 
 Potluck at 6:30 ◆ Meeting at 7:00! 

 Palladium Draughthaus 
 702 E Pike Ave, Columbus 

 Education: BASIC  PACKING SERIES BEGINS 

 2025 Membership dues: 

 ●  Business Membership $40 
 ●  Family Membership $35 
 ●  Individual Membership $25 

 Please pay your 2025 dues! 
 Not a member yet? Application available for download  here  . 

 -- 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 

https://bchmt.org/wp/beartooth/files/2023/01/Membership-Application.pdf
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 OUTFITTING THE HUNTING HORSEMAN 

 George Bettas 
 https://westernhunter.net/tactics/outfitting-the-hunting-horseman/ 

 A popular trend among some hunters today is the “run and gun” technique of carrying all of the gear you need for a day 
 or more of hunting in a backpack, with the intent to camp wherever you may find yourself at the end of the day. This 
 technique gives the hunter a great deal of flexibility and the ability to spot and stalk game all day and be ready to go at 
 the crack of dawn in the morning. The hunting horseman can accomplish much of this technique by hunting on 
 horseback while traversing a lot of country in search of game. Significant day hunts can be accomplished in this manner 
 while hunting from a base camp as well as a remote campsite. The logistics of horse feed and water are essentially the 
 only limiting factors. 

 Replicating the “run and gun” technique or simply hunting on horseback can be simplified if one has the know-how to 
 carry gear efficiently and effortlessly. It is key that both the hunter and the horse can navigate difficult terrain and be 
 ready to make a stalk on game when the moment arises. How one chooses to organize and carry their gear while hunting 
 on horseback is a largely personal choice, with no single best practice to accomplish this task. However, there are some 
 techniques for determining what your horse carries, how it is carried, and what you carry that can simplify this task. 

 Forty years ago when I began hunting with horses, we were fairly green in using horses so we usually hunted on foot 
 each day from camp. Our camps were strategically located so as to enable us to hunt from camp each day. The terrain 
 was steep, rugged and we essentially hunted wherever we could find elk, with the distance from camp getting farther 
 each day. We seldom got back to camp before dark, so we always carried a compass, a 7½” topo map, and a flashlight 
 with extra batteries. 

 We usually wore a hunting knife and sometimes a hatchet on our belts, and in our daypacks, we usually carried a 
 compass, flashlight, topo map, meat sacks, food, water, fire-starting materials, a basic first aid kit, and rain gear. Looking 
 back, what we carried while hunting was actually quite minimal as these were the days before bipods, shooting sticks, 
 trekking poles, rangefinders, wind meters, muzzle brakes, suppressors, cell phones, satellite communications, and all of 
 the other gadgets and gear on the market today for the modern hunter. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 

https://westernhunter.net/author/george-bettas/
https://westernhunter.net/tactics/outfitting-the-hunting-horseman/
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 Over the years of hunting with my horses and mules, I have pretty much tried every way of efficiently and conveniently 
 carrying the necessary hunting gear on my riding stock. As my gear list has grown, I am constantly challenged to be able 
 to run light and be ready to easily and quickly get off the horse to clear an obstacle out of the trail, glass an area where 
 game may be found, or if game is spotted quickly secure my horse, pull my rifle out of the scabbard and make a stalk. 

 In order to accomplish all of these key elements of hunting with a horse, I have developed a basic system of organizing 
 and carrying my gear. The system I have developed over nearly 30 years has been tweaked over time and works 
 especially well today. 

 Backpacks 

 When I first began hunting on horseback I didn’t carry much on the horse other than some water and a few other 
 necessary items in our saddlebags. In those days we all had sheath knives on our belts along with an ammo pouch, and if 
 we had binoculars they were on a strap around our necks. We carried whatever other minimum gear that we needed for a 
 day of hunting in small rucksacks or day packs. 

 Our rifles were always carried on one side of our horses in leather scabbards. Since our hunting packs were usually 
 small, we usually hung them off the saddle horn on the opposite side or tied them behind the cantle with the saddle 
 strings. As I recall, a day pack was always a hassle to have on a horse and I did everything to avoid wearing it. It always 
 affected your balance while mounting or dismounting the horse. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 If you have ever been around when a novice hunter wearing a backpack attempts to get on a horse or mule, invariably the 
 hunter pulls the saddle off to the side when attempting to mount. A backpack, with both its bulk and weight, is like a 
 huge ballast hanging on a person’s back. This makes it awkward to initially get on the horse and then to maintain balance 
 while riding, especially in blown-down timber, rough country, or other challenging terrains. If you are getting on and off 
 the horse to glass for game, clear obstacles out of the trail, or whatever, even an experienced rider with a large, loaded 
 backpack will be challenged. 

 In order to deal with the backpack issue while hunting on horseback, I keep my backpack as small, compact, and light as 
 possible. Since I do not plan on backpacking meat I do not use one designed for such. I wear one while riding my horse, 
 but it contains only the bare necessities for stalking an animal if one is spotted. Everything other than the bare essentials 
 for a stalk is stowed on the horse, in either my saddlebags or cantle pack. Usually, I am riding to a particular area where I 
 intend to leave my riding animal for a period of time, and there will be sufficient time to transfer items needed from the 
 saddlebags and cantle pack to my backpack. 

 Rifles and Bows 

 Perhaps the most important required hunting accessory is a means of carrying your rifle or bow efficiently while safely 
 on a riding animal. With the changes in modern rifles and bowhunting equipment, this has become a daunting task, 
 unless you stick to basics  . Rifles and associated scopes have changed dramatically in recent years to the point where it 
 seems as if everyone wants a long-range outfit, complete with a suppressor, adjustable stock, scope with 50 mm 
 objective along with windage, elevation, and parallax dials as big as hubcaps, protruding upwards of an inch above the 
 scope. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 Although these rifles definitely have their place among a hunter’s gear, they are not designed to be carried on a riding 
 animal unless you want a scabbard as big as a suitcase under your leg or packed somewhere on a pack animal. Outfitter’s 
 supply in Columbia Falls, Montana actually sells a “long-range rifle scabbard” but it is so thick and long that it is 
 cumbersome to carry, especially if you intend to spend a day or two hunting on horseback. 

 In my view, if a rifle will not fit in a traditional leather scabbard, I will not own it. At my age, I want a lightweight, 
 accurate rifle with a scope of moderate power that will be accurate for shots out to perhaps 500 yards, although over a 
 half-century of hunting I can count on one hand the big game animals that I have shot over 400 yards. This means that a 
 scope with a 40mm objective and low profile windage and elevation dials is ideal. 

 For most of my life, since I got out of the Army after Vietnam, I have hunted with Weatherby Mark V rifles of various 
 calibers topped with Leupold 3.5-10x scopes. When I began hunting with horses in 1977, I had Ray Holes of 
 Grangeville, Idaho make me a scabbard to fit the Mark V rifles. I still use that scabbard today, although I had to have it 
 lengthened to accommodate my Weatherbys with muzzle brakes. 

 My choice of rifle, scope, and scabbard combination is a matter of personal preference with some tradition thrown in. 
 Mostly it has to do with convenience and efficiency. The leather scabbard protects the rifle and scope from the elements, 
 is as good as it gets for attaching the scabbard to the riding saddle, and is readily available if game is encountered 
 unexpectedly or at close range. If game is spotted while riding, a hunter can slip off his horse, pull the rifle from the 
 scabbard and be ready to shoot as soon as the horse is secured and it is safe to do so. 

 As with rifles, archery gear has changed dramatically with ever-increasing gear that is attached to compound bows, 
 making them cumbersome to carry. Compound bows seem to be getting longer and bigger as new technology is 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 incorporated into the latest models. When bowhunting with my horses and mules, I use a bow scabbard for the same 
 reasons that I use a leather rifle scabbard. 

 I prefer a short compound bow that fits easily in the scabbard and can be carried comfortably on my horse. The bow is 
 readily accessible, rides nicely on the horse and the scabbard protects the bow from damage by limbs, debris, etc. If you 
 are a traditional archer, you can devise a similar scabbard to carry your longbow or recurve, both of which are lighter and 
 not as cumbersome as a compound bow with all of its strings, wheels, sights, and the like. 

 Saddle Bags and Cantle Packs 

 High-quality saddlebags that are of sufficient size to carry food, water, and hunting gear (but not too large and heavy on 
 the horse’s kidney area) are essential for the hunting horse. Although there are a variety of saddlebags available which 
 are made of both nylon and leather, I prefer the Trail Max Original saddlebags which are made of 600-denier, machine 
 washable, PVC-backed polyester. These bags are large enough to stow a down jacket or other cold-weather gear in 
 addition to the basic hunting gear that I recommend carrying in the saddlebags while hunting from horseback. 

 These come with a fairly large cantle bag which is useful if you need to carry overnight essentials. Since these bags are 
 made of nylon, they easily compress when not full, making them more compact. I usually only carry my lightweight rain 
 gear in the cantle pack so it does not ride up on the small daypack that I wear. When carrying a bow scabbard behind my 
 saddle, I do not put anything in the saddlebag on that side of the horse so the scabbard tucks nicely against the horse, 
 behind my leg. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 Horn Bag(s) and Pack Saw 

 The very first time I hunted on horseback was in Colorado, nearly 50 years ago. My hunting partner provided the horses 
 and tack and he always carried a leather “horn bag” which contained a small stove/cup combination for heating water for 
 soup, hot chocolate, coffee, etc. When I returned from that trip, I immediately had two of these leather bags made up; one 
 to carry a Nalgene water bottle and one to carry the same small stove/cup combination. Today, I carry a water bottle on 
 one side of the saddle and a Jetboil on the opposite side. 

 Pouches that hang on either side of the saddle horn are especially convenient and useful for carrying water or mixed 
 energy drinks such as Wilderness Athlete on one side of the saddle and a Jetboil (or equal) compact stove on the opposite 
 side. A cup of hot soup or a freeze-dried meal is great on cold days and in an emergency, the Jetboil will help get you 
 through the night. The pack saw is suitable for cutting debris out of the trail and in an emergency will help with gathering 
 firewood. 

 On Your Person 

 When hunting on horseback, I want to have as little as possible on my person other than my hunting clothes, essentials 
 such as glasses (if you need them), binoculars, cell phone, Garmin inReach, and a GPS if you do not have OnX maps 
 downloaded on your phone or an inReach device with a GPS. Emergency communications devices are useless unless you 
 always have access to them. You might also have a few $20 bills in your pocket, just in case. These items can come in 
 handy and can save you, your family, and your hunting partner’s family a lot of grief if you find yourself in an 
 emergency situation or are simply delayed in reaching your destination. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 Overnights or Emergencies 

 The unexpected can always happen so it is always a good idea to be prepared for emergencies and/or staying out on the 
 mountain all night. Your horse will generally be fine if you can find a place to bivouac overnight with water and some 
 grass. You can take the saddle and blankets off the horse and use the blankets to sleep on and gain some insulation from 
 the ground. In very cold weather, I have simply tied my horse up and loosened the cinch so the blankets give the horse 
 some warmth. 

 As for yourself, you should have sufficient food, water, and clothing to make it through the night already on your horse. 
 Build a fire and fashion a basic shelter from whatever you have. A tarp shelter such as the one made by Seek Outside 
 will provide shelter from the rain or snow and serve as a backdrop for a fire. A Jetboil (or equivalent) and a means to 
 heat water with a stainless steel cup over an open fire, etc. are invaluable. A freeze-dried meal or two are priceless. 
 Although you can purchase freeze-dried meals which are vacuum sealed, you can reduce the space they occupy by 
 punching a pinhole in the bag, squeezing the air out, and placing a piece of duct tape over the hole. 

 In today’s world, there is almost no substitute for an inReach global Messaging device. The Mini weighs a mere 4.23 oz, 
 provides global messaging and interactive SOS plus basic GPS and compass page navigation. It can pair with a 
 smartphone and will help you communicate if you need help or advise your hunting party or others of your situation. If 
 you need immediate help, the interactive SOS feature will get you help as soon as possible. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 George Bettas's Gear List 

    Binocular:  Swarovski EL Range 10x42 

 Rangefinding Binoculars 

    Rangefinder:  Swarovski EL Range 10x42 

 Rangefinding Binoculars 

    Spotting Scope:  Swarovski STS-80 HD 

    Boots:  Schnees Granite 

    Pants:  KUIU Attack Pant 

    Jacket:  KUIU Kutana Storm 

    Socks:  Smartwool 

    Base Layer:  KUIU ULTRA Merino 145 

    Rain Gear:  KUIU Yukon TR Rain Jacket 

    Puffy Jacket:  KUIU Super Down Pro 

 Hooded Jacket 

    Knife:  Havalon 

    Binocular Harness:  Kuiu Bino Harness 

    Hat:  Kuiu Ultra Merino 145 Beanie 

    Backpack:  Frontier Gear of Alaska Yukon 

 Band 

    Sleeping Bag:  Fearhered Friends Sleeping 

 Bag 

    Tent:  Arctic Oven 10x10 Extreme 

    Never Leave Home Without It:  Bear Spray 

 AUTHOR 
 George Bettas 

 There is hardly another person who embodies the spirit and principles of a Western Hunter than George. From 
 humble beginnings on a farm in the PNW to some of the most well-run stock train hunts ever to occur, George has 
 written the playbook (literally) for the horseback hunter. With an elk for nearly every year of his life and enough 
 Hell's Canyon mule deer and upland bird experience for multiple lifetimes, George is an invaluable resource for 
 any hunter. George lives in Montana where he spends his free time advocating for public land issues and planning 
 pack-string trips with his ever-expanding network of friends. 

 Aside from his vast knowledge of many subjects, one of the greatest strengths in George's writing is his 
 background in education. He turns complicated ideas into articles that are simultaneously extremely educational 
 and entertaining for any reader, even those who will never attempt to replicate his adventures. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 

https://outdoorsmans.com/products/el-range?_pos=1&_sid=764b2a973&_ss=r
https://outdoorsmans.com/products/el-range?_pos=1&_sid=764b2a973&_ss=r
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https://www.kuiu.com/?utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=248865
https://www.kuiu.com/products/yukon-tr-rain-jacket-verde?variant=42101991800990&avad=310517_e3ad0bad1&utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=248865
https://www.kuiu.com/products/super-down-pro-hooded-jacket-valo-camouflage?variant=40340203569310&avad=310517_c3ad270d9&utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=248865
https://www.kuiu.com/products/super-down-pro-hooded-jacket-valo-camouflage?variant=40340203569310&avad=310517_c3ad270d9&utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=248865
https://www.amazon.com/Havalon-Piranta-Edge-Orange-Handle-Additional/dp/B0064GNZYM?crid=QY2OETNQ0GDT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.unhdaVOb6gMIbWqnjkkZnyosPyqVBpvVrQmzm9UX1NRMKBHq2Z_XegZb15eQ0-AIReMho12rWSk0w-LPOOU37xQC_di866-cTV5Fl0cu5sjQhMR4DOaRkOQpHEAPqEKLw89B-l4_sj48ov7ID40eAPeIDwCXVrDPStsax9GKP91ipUU0AbLC-6XxiRCb-4YIWb7p_c-_2nxBaxqOCrNaXO3YoCjyVtENzarx2vqVMM27tHBNLaRzLBv5U0pB3kNISrFe8d6x-ilCznJ_sUMo5bR9H1WGyusxqTB1XIBmHPQ.wJpUzfgKezanornnggraVu1TFu2b2y-LbZ5ife8COGI&dib_tag=se&keywords=havalon%2Bknives&qid=1716558766&sprefix=havalon%2B,aps,190&sr=8-6&th=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=westernhunt01-20&linkId=1ce3e478c374107d82863a24df7ff3b4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.kuiu.com/products/pro-bino-harness-vias-camouflage?variant=40340231389342&avad=310517_b3ad1d075&utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=248865
https://www.kuiu.com/products/ultra-merino-145-beanie-valo-camouflage?variant=40530088394910&avad=310517_c3ad26f65&utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=248865
https://barneyssports.com/product/frontier-gear-of-alaska-yukon-pack-bag-only/
https://barneyssports.com/product/frontier-gear-of-alaska-yukon-pack-bag-only/
https://featheredfriends.com/collections/sleeping-bags
https://featheredfriends.com/collections/sleeping-bags
https://alaskagearcompany.com/products/arctic-oven-10
https://westernhunter.net/tactics/outfitting-the-hunting-horseman/
https://westernhunter.net/author/george-bettas/
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 HORSE RIDING, PACKING TIPS FOR GREENHORN ELK HUNTERS 

 https://www.rmef.org/media/horseridingpackingtipsforgreenhornelkhunte/ 

 MISSOULA, Mont.—ForIf you’re a tenderfoot looking to use horses for your elk hunt this fall, do yourself—and 
 your horse—a favor. Follow these 10 tips from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and longtime supporter 
 Smoke Elser, who’s been guiding and outfitting in Montana’s Bob Marshall Wilderness for more than 50 years. 

 1. Consider taking a riding lesson before your hunt. Learn the basics of mounting and dismounting, reins, leg 
 cues, proper balance and body position. A horse is not an easy chair—a little preparation and skill are required. 

 2. Be realistic. Even though your horse can carry you over difficult terrain, it cannot carry you over impossible 
 terrain. You’ll need to hike across the steepest, roughest areas. Hopefully, you’re in shape. 

 3. Stirrup length should be adjusted at the trailhead. Don’t be bashful about insisting on a comfortable fit that 
 allows you to stand up slightly in the stirrups. Having your knees hunched up can be miserable for you and your 
 horse. 

 4. Horses are a means of transportation from point A to point B, not to the elk. Don’t expect to shoot from atop 
 your pony like Buffalo Bill. In fact, firing a rifle anywhere near horses can be disastrous. Your actual hunt will 
 need to be on foot. 

 5. Think about clothing. Bring boots that fit easily into stirrups and wear clothing that allows you to mount and 
 dismount easily. For example, coveralls constrict motion and should be avoided. Keeping quiet and warm are 
 factors, too, and wool clothing is both even when wet. Also bring a broad-brimmed hat to help ward off branches 
 to the face and snow down the neck. 

 6. Let your guide do the saddling and unsaddling. Often hunters want to help but end up improperly cinching, 
 dragging saddles through mud, disassembling bridles down to the last buckle, etc., causing extra work for the 
 guide. Don’t pretend knowledge of horses and tack if you have none. 

 7. Always let your guide tie up your horse for you. Improper tying can result in a dead or injured horse if they get 
 choked or tangled. More commonly, hunters return to find only the guide’s horse still there. That could mean a 
 long hike back for one of you. 

 8. Bring a rifle that fits easily into a scabbard. Oversized scopes or bipods will require disassembly and are 
 impractical. If in doubt, ask your outfitter to recommend appropriate rifles and other gear. 

 9. Bring what you need, but you don’t need the kitchen sink. Nearly every elk outfitter has funny stories about 
 hunters who insisted on packing things like ice skates, bowling balls, bathrobes, business suits and other 
 nonessentials. But it’s really not funny—overloading is hard on a horse’s loins and kidneys. 

 10. Wallets in pants pockets tend to work themselves out when you’re riding a horse. Keep your elk tags and 
 personal identification inside your shirt pocket. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 2027 CONVENTION OPPORTUNITIES 

 WE ARE HOSTING CONVENTION IN 2027! 

 If you'd like to join the committee for opportunities to serve in the following areas: Communications, 
 Meals, Education, Fundraising, Entertainment, Volunteers, Vendors, Sponsorships, & Decorations. 
 please reach out to Melissa C. via email  codner.melissa@gmail.com  or text 308-390-0465. 

 FOR SALE 

 Canvas wall tent.16x20x5. Internal aluminum frame. In great shape. $2,500. More pictures available. 

 Scott McGinnis 406-322-5817 or 406-321-0316 

 If you have a saddle or piece of packing equipment, please feel free to email the information to Rochelle 
 at  ebenezerequine@gmail.com  . The listing will be removed  after 3 months unless you request otherwise. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 

mailto:ebenezerequine@gmail.com
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 AUGUST MEETING MINUTES 

 Board Meeting August 7th, 2025 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:43pm at the Stillwater County Chamber of Commerce. 
 In attendance: Randy Thomsen, Clark Linn, Scott Fluer, Sean Chepulis, John Chepulis, and Sarah Lewis. 

 Motion to approve the July board meeting minutes made by Clark Linn.  The motion was seconded by Scott Fluer. 
 No discussion. Motion carried. 

 President’s Report:  Randy reported that there will  be a chainsaw “C” level certification class August 26-27 with 
 John Chepulis up near White Sulphur Springs, MT. Details are on the BCHA website. Interested sawyers are 
 encouraged to attend. 

 Vice President’s Report:  Nothing to report. 

 Treasurer's Report:  Discussion of June report. Motion  to approve June report made by Scott Fluer. The motion 
 was seconded by Clark Linn. Motion carried. 
 Discussion of July report. Motion to approve July report made by Sean Chepulis. The motion was seconded by 
 Clark Linn. Motion carried. 
 Clark Linn made a request to have a budget comparison to actual year-to-date spending included in our monthly 
 reports to assure we are on track for yearly budget. 

 Committee Reports 
 2027 Convention  : Melissa Codner (chair). Nothing to  report. 
 Activities  :  Sarah Lewis (chair). Recap of Island Lake fun ride. It had good support and an informative demo by 
 Randy. Discussion of upcoming Rendezvous logistics and Pack Competition Rules. Discussion of Smoke Elser 
 event in Absarokee and Smoke not being able to attend. Ralph Sander will be event speaker instead on September 
 12  th  at Cobblestone in Absarokee, MT. 
 Education:  General meetings will be suspended until  rendezvous in August. 
 Projects  :  Jon Shamel (chair). ABW Flood Creek Pack-in  and Out update. Pack-in took 2 days due to lack of pack 
 support. Pack-out support went better due to a rally call on social media. Finnian was very grateful for the BBCH 
 pack support! 
 Communications:  Randy Thomsen (chair). Nothing to  report. 

 Unfinished Business: 
 Belfry Access- Scott Fluer and Clark Linn updated on project. We did not receive BLM grant for the project. 
 Jennifer Alexander of the BLM is still working to help us find the funding to facilitate the project. Clark Linn has 
 worked through grant applications issues and now has BBCH set up properly to apply for grants in the future. 
 Clark has requested another director to assist him in the grant writing process in the future. To be a grant director 
 you must be a club officer. One will be appointed following election in November. Scott Fluer will draft a “Thank 
 You” letter to the BLM for their efforts on this project. It will be submitted at the local and federal level to help 
 support keeping our public lands open to the public. 

 BBCH PO Box 614, Absarokee, MT  59001 
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 Forest Service Museum Donation- A motion was made by Scott Fluer to donate $1,000.00 to the museum from 
 BBCH funds. Motion seconded by Sean Chepulis. No discussion. Motion carried. Our officers will encourage and 
 challenge BCHMT at the state meeting to donate as well to support smaller clubs’ donations. 

 New Business: 
 Discussion of upcoming elections at the November general meeting. Election committee will consist of Clark 
 Linn, Randy Thomsen, and Scott Fluer. We will be electing a State Director, and an Alternate State Director. We 
 will also have 3 regular board positions to fill with the possibility of one 1-year interim position. 
 Discussion of alternating where board meetings are held with consideration to our out of Columbus members. We 
 will start looking for another meeting area closer to out of town members. 
 Discussion about needing a proper permanent address for BBCH to apply for larger grants for projects in the 
 future. 
 Discussion of plans for 2025 Christmas Party. Christmas Party will be held Saturday December 13  th  , 2025,  at 
 Hanna Hall in Fishtail, MT. Randy will schedule. Party will be fully catered by R Heart Catering. Sarah will call 
 to book. 
 BBCH trailer cleanout is scheduled for August 23  rd  at the Rendezvous. 

 State Update: Nothing to report. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.  Next meeting September 4  th  at 6:30pm in Columbus. 

 RESOURCES 

 Life Flight Network 

 Let's talk about the not so fun part of the backcountry. There are 
 definite risks involved about being away from civilization and being 
 self reliant if anything goes awry. If something bad happens and you 
 are unable to exit on foot or horseback, the only option is via 
 helicopter. It is incredibly expensive but there is some insurance for 
 the just in case instance. Following is the link for informative 
 purposes only. 

 PLEASE NOTE: This is NOT a sales pitch. This is a 
 non-commissioned link. 

 https://member.lifeflight.org/#lp-pom-block-370 

 Membership is under $100 and, according to the website, will cover the flight. There is also additional ground 
 insurance. 

 Online Defensive Horsemen Information 

 Website -  https://bchmt.org/wp/education/  .  Scroll down towards the middle and you will see Horse Safety 

 This is good information and a great resource for new members that still need some defensive horsemen prior to 
 doing any work activities this year. 
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