
 
RIDE SAFETY POLICY 

• A trail leader will be appointed for each ride. The trail leader will be 
responsible for planning the route and time of departure. 

• Riders shall stay with the trail leader and not leave the main group without 
notifying the trip leader. 

• All riders are expected to travel at the same rate of speed. A BCH day ride 
is not the place for a horse race. 

• When it is necessary to dismount, as when opening a gate, all riders will 
wait until the person who dismounted has closed the gate and is mounted 
again. 

• When a rest stop is made, or the destination reached, the trip leader will 
be responsible for seeing that all riders are present and accounted for 
before resuming the trip. Under no circumstances will anyone be left while 
the group rides on. 

• Horses known to be kickers should be marked with an orange or red flag 
in the tail. 

• Stallions, foals, and dogs are not allowed on trail rides, even though some 
are well-trained, and/or well-mannered. It is impossible to predict how 
other animals will react to their presence and therefore they must be 
excluded from this activity. In camp, dogs are to be kept out of the food 
area and should either be restrained or closely watched by their owner. 

• Maintain adequate distance from the livestock in front of you while on the 
trail to avoid injury-provoking reactions from the stock. 

• Alcohol, drugs, or smoking on the trails will not be allowed. 
• Know the location of both human and equine first aid equipment while 

participating in this or any other horse activity. 
• Report any unsafe conditions to the ride leader. 
• When meeting on the trail, generally pack stock has preference over 

saddle stock; pack strings containing the greater number of livestock have 
right of way for passage, and pack strings going uphill have right of way 
over downhill strings. 

• If it is necessary for you to turn around on a narrow trail, always turn the 
back end of the horse to the uphill side. If the back end is turned 
downward, it may result in a dangerous situation as the horse scrambles 
to maintain footing on the trail. 

 

Following these guidelines will help to ensure a pleasant ride for everyone. 

 


