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Great American Outdoors Act

Landmark outdoor recreation and conservation package that 
includes:

• “Full funding” each year for the Land & Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF)

• $900 million/year

• Funding for “priority deferred maintenance projects” of federal land 
management agencies

• $9.5 billion over 5 years



Great American Outdoors Act

Truly bipartisan

• Expansion of Restore Our Parks Act (mid-2018), which never 
passed Congress

• March 2020 = Broader bill introduced in the Senate
• June 2020 = Bill passed the Senate by a vote of 73 to 25
• July 2020 = House passed the bill 310 to 107
• August 4, 2020 = President signed bill into law



Great American Outdoors Act

Land & Water Conservation Fund

• The premier federal funding program to conserve our nation's
• Land
• Waters
• Historic and 
• Recreation heritage

• Funding via energy development revenue from federal lands and waters

• First passed by Congress in 1964
• Intent was to direct $900 million/year to LWCF

• About half the fund goes to “state side” projects (state, county, local parks & infrastructure)

• Other half (federal side) applied to strategic land acquisition by the federal government
• Requires acquisition from “willing sellers” only; the federal gov’t cannot condemn land for LWCF purchase



Great American Outdoors Act

Land & Water Conservation Fund (continued)

• American Battlefield Protection Program

• A key source of funding to purchase land for the completion of iconic long-distance trails, 
including: 

• Appalachian 
• Pacific Crest and 
• Continental Divide national scenic trails

• Key source of funding to purchase private “in-holdings”
• National parks, 
• National forests, etc.



Great American Outdoors Act

National Parks and Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund

Like LWCF, funded via energy development revenue from federal lands and waters

• National Park Service
• 70% of funds, or $1.33 billion/year for 5 years

• US Forest Service
• 15% of funds, or $285 million/year for 5 years

• Bureau of Land Management
• 5% of funds, or $95 million/year for 5 years

• US Fish & Wildlife Service
• 5% of funds, or $95 million/year for 5 years

• Bureau of Indian Education
• 5% of funds, or $95 million/year for 5 years



Great American Outdoors Act

National Parks and Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund 
(continued)

PLAN.— “Any priority deferred maintenance project 
funded…shall be consistent with an applicable 
transportation, deferred maintenance, or capital 
improvement plan developed by the applicable covered 
agency.”
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GAOA – Implementation (National Park Service)

The National Park Service has yet to share 
its list of projects with the public 

Same with the BLM and other 
Department of Interior agencies 
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GAOA – Implementation (US Forest Service)

Source: Outdoor Recreation Roundtable 
(CHM Government Services)
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Source: Outdoor Recreation Roundtable 
(CHM Government Services)
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/gaoa
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GAOA – Implementation (US Forest Service)

URGENT: What Your Chapter Should Do
1. Request and review with your District Ranger’s office:

a) GAOA project criteria
b) The forest’s current list of deferred maintenance projects

2. Make recommendations for deferred maintenance needs (Fiscal Years 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025):
a) Five years’ time is sufficient to conduct/approve NEPA analysis for priority projects in need of compliance
b) Encourage your forest supervisor to begin NEPA analysis on these projects right away

3. Make clear your chapter’s ability to provide matching funds

The agency is always looking to leverage matching or partner contributions (including in-kind labor), 
which bring resources from outside the agency to “improve its delivery of services to the public”



GAOA – Implementation (US Forest Service)

URGENT: What Your Chapter Should Do (continued)
4. Think creatively with Forest staff about how to:

a) Leverage goals of the 2016 National Forest System Trails Stewardship Act, which requires the agency to
“Significantly increase the role of volunteers and partners in National Forest System trail maintenance” (Section 4(a)). 

b) Work with other partner organizations to broaden the appeal and impact of the project(s)
c) Package multiple projects into a single approval process (and NEPA analysis)
 Consider how improvements to parking and/or trailhead facilities might be coupled with priority deferred maintenance of 

trails
d) Align the project(s) to be more inclusive of all visitors to national forests and how your chapter might enhance their role in 

stewardship projects

5. Provide written reports, from the field, on the status of these priority deferred maintenance needs

6. Be persistent (as all BCHA members indeed are!)



GAOA – Implementation (all agencies)

Questions? Contact your regional Public Lands Committee co-chair:

Far West: Kathy Young, kyoung1735@gmail.com Jerry Bentz, mulepacker@canby.com
Northeast: Yvette Rollins, hoosierhorsemen@yahoo.com Dick Kleinhardt, 
okcorral@journey.com
Rocky Mountains: Brad Pollman, bpollman20@aol.com or Jim Allen allens@gwtc.net
Southeast: Tom Thomas, tomthomas262@gmail.com
Southwest: Rod Player, rlp1217@yahoo.com


