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OUR PURPOSES
• To perpetuate the common

sense use and enjoyment of horses 
in America’s back country, roadless 
back country and wilderness areas. 

• To work to ensure that public
lands remain open to recreational 
stock use. 

• To assist the various govern-
ment and private agencies in their 
maintenance and management of 
said resource. 

• To educate, encourage and so-
licit active participation by the gen-
eral public in the wise and sustaining 
use of the back country resource by
horses and people commensurate 
with our heritage. 

• To foster and encourage for-
mation of new state Back Country 
Horsemen organizations.

• To seek out opportunities to
enhance existing areas of recre-
ation for stock users.
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          �osted #y �allatin �alley �a$0 �ounty �orsemen

Arti$le #y �olly �lenn

�ello (rom the �allatin �alley 
�ha6ter o( �a$0 �ountry �orsemen o( 
�ontanaW  �he $on=ention is /ust around
the $ornerW  
t >ill #e �ar$h ��f��T ���¤ 
at the �est �estern �ran�ree in 
�oAemanW  	arly re+istration ends on 
�ar$h �stW �e+istration is ����T >hi$h 
in$ludes �aturday lun$hT �aturday 
#an7uet dinner and �unday #rea0(astW  
A(ter �ar$h �stT this >ill +o u6 to ��¤�W  
�here is a #lo$0 o( rooms at the �est
�estern �ran�ree and the �ays 
nn
lne?t doorm under �a$0 �ountry
�orsemenW  �here are additional rooms
in a #lo$0 at the 
ield and �tream �od+e
lalso ne?t doormT usin+ the reser=ation 
$odeV �������¤W  All three hotels >ill 
end the s6e$ial 6ri$in+ (or the room
#lo$0s on �c��c�¤W  �otel $onta$t
6hone num#ers and online re+istration 
$an #e a$$essed (rom lin0s on the state 
>e#site and the �allatin �alley �a$0 
�ountry �orsemen >e#siteW  

Alon+ >ith �tate>ide #usinessT >e 
ha=e �atri$ia �etrina +i=in+ re(le$ti=e 
tal0 a#out her #a$0 $ountry and (ront 
$ountry 6a$0 tri6 (rom the 
�e?i$an #order to the �anadian 
#oarderW �e heard a#out the start o( 
her /ourney at the $on=ention last 
�ar$hW 
n additionT >e ha=e 
$on(irmed three #rea0out s6ea0ers 
la (ourth is 6endin+mW �atri$ia >ill 
(ollo> u6 in a #rea0 out sessionT 
tal0in+ a#out her >or0 >ith startin+ her 
�ustan+sWWWho> she 6i$0ed them 
and >hat she is doin+ di((erently >ith 
the one she /ust 6ur$hasedW  
�amara 	ri$0sonT >ho o>ns 
�undo>n �addleryT���T >ill #e 
tal0in+ a#out saddle (ittin+W �a$0ie 
�te>artT (rom the �allatin �heri(('s 
de6artmentT >ill #e tal0in+ a#out 
startin+ a mounted unit in the 
�allatin �ounty �heri(('s 
de6artment and sharin+ /ust a #it 
a#out her latest ad=entureT utiliAin+ 
horses (or sear$h and res$ue ls$entin+mW  

 	arly re+istration ends on 
�stW �e+istration is ����T >hi$h 

l�ontinued on 6a+e �m          
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BCHMT Contacts
Chair
Mack Long 406.370.9244 
alpenglowranch.mack@gmail.com
Vice-Chair
Sandy Himmel 406.788.2618
sandyhimmelgf@gmail.com

   �e >ill ha=e a 0eynote s6ea0er 
�aturday e=enin+ /ust #e(ore our 
au$tionT �yan l�alm �alla+hanW �e is the 
$urrent �	� o( �a$0 �ountry �unters 
and An+lers and a $onsultant (or 
�eateaterW

  �he 6hoto $ontest is al>ays a 
hi+hli+htT as >e +et to en/oy amateur 
6hoto+ra6hy at its #estR  �ur $ate+ories 
this year areV  

�m At �or0T
�m �$eneryc�ands$a6esU
�m 
un and 
amilyU
�m �i?ed �edia lne> last year and a

#i+ hitRm
�m �ld �imersc�istori$al lne> $ate+ory

that >ai=es the siAe and mattin+
restri$tionsWWW let's see ho> (ar #a$0
our >or0 e?tendsR  �i+ out those old
6hoto al#umsWWWm

¤m �raAiest �a$0 �oad lanother ne>
$ate+ory that is sure to #rin+ some
>ild loo0in+ thin+s that ha=e #een
6a$0ed into the #a$0 $ountryRm

�rin+ 6hotos to the dis6lay area #y � 
am on �aturdayT la#eledT so >e $an 
6ro6erly announ$e >innersW  

  �ith all this mild >eatherT 
 ho6e 
(ol0s are out 6ra$ti$in+ their $ross$ut 
s0ills (or a +rand $om6etitionW  �e >ill 
ha=e a 6ra$ti$e lo+ set u6 (or a>hile on 

riday and the $om6etition >ill #e 
�aturday a(ternoonT ri+ht a(ter the 
#rea0out sessions (inishW 

Ƒ

ha=e a 6ra$ti$e lo+ set u6 (or a>hile on 

Treasurer
Dan Marsh 406.587.7578   
danmarsh@live.com
Secretary
Keni Hopkins 406.253.4673
bchmt406@gmail.com
National Directors
�onnie �on+ 406.¤��W�¥¥�
barcdiamond@gmail.com
Brad Pollman 406.546.6491
bpollman20@gmail.com
�ohn �he6ulis (alternate)
#ar$diamond|+mailW$om
BCHA �ast Chairman

Mark Himmel 406.781.8252
markahimmel@gmail.com
Advisory
Sherri Lionberger 208.691.6218
lionsden01@mt.net
Education
Katy Donnelley 406.431.4261
kd@mt.net
Kathy Hundley 406.363.8230
montanakath@yahoo.com
Expansion/Membership
Brad Pollman 406.546.6491
bpollman20@gmail.com

De=emsi�e �orse "a=et�
�risti �ailey ��¤W���W����
0risti#ailey��¤|+mailW$om
�an �ar6er ��¤W���W���¤
dhar6er���|+mailW$om

orest "er�ice �]emc� �iaisom
�mo0e 	lser ��¤W���W�¥�� 
telser�¥��|aolW$om
�ss�es
�hris �y+ren ��¤W��¤W����
$hrisny+ren�|+mailW$om
�el0ership �ist Ő����$ am7 
����ő
�onnie �iser ��¤W���W����
#onnie0iser|$enturytelWnet
��&s
�ar0 �immel ��¤W�¥�W¥��� 
mar0ahimmel|+mailW$om
$ra�eѴ �Ѵam
�herri �ion#er+er 
��¥W¤��W¤��¥
lionsden��|mtWnet
�e�sѴetter �7itor
�ary �ailey ��¤W���W����
+ary#ailey��¤|+mailW$om

Volunteer Hours Reporting
John Chepulis 406.581.6507
barcdiamond@gmail.com
Webmaster
Dan Marsh 406.587.7578  
webmaster@bchmt.org
Youth Program
Greg Schatz 406.261.5450
gregschatzbuilder@gmail.com
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   �he Atrium o( the hotel >ill #e 


��	� >ith =endors and in(ormation 
ta#lesW  �o #e sure to #rin+ a (e> e?tra 
dollarsT so you $an do some sho66in+W  

       �here >ill #e some li=e musi$ in the 
#allroom 
riday ni+htT >ith some 
sna$0s and a $ash #ar (or (ol0s to han+ 
out and +et re$onne$tedW  

     �hin+s are really $omin+ to+ether 
(or a +reat >ee0endR  �e $an't >ait to 
host e=eryone here in �oAemanW  
 ho6e 
all the $ha6ters ha=e #een sellin+ lots 
o( ra((le ti$0etsR  �e >or0ed hard to 
+et 6riAes that >ould a66eal to a >ide 
audien$eW  �emem#erT the >inner does 
not need to #e 6resent to >inW

     �o +et your reser=ations and 0ee6 
sellin+ those ra((le ti$0etsW  
( your 
$ha6ter needs more /ust send a note to 
�olly �lenn lsedan$o>+irl|+mailW$ommW

       Any (uture u6dates >ill #e sent out 
to $ha6ter 6residentsW  �ee6 an eye on 
those re+istration and hotel room #lo$0 
deadlinesW

              "ee �o� im �archĴ

mailto:lionsden01%40mt.net%20?subject=
mailto:barcdiamond%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:webmaster%40bchmt.org?subject=
mailto:gregschatzbuilder%40gmail.com?subject=


Decker Dispatch ƒ

Letter from the Chair

     �ust a short note to say $���� +�& to all o( our ����� 
mem#ers >ho ha=e ste66ed u6 to de(end our �u#li$ �andsW �eZ=e 
(a$ed $hallen+es (rom multi6le (ronts and at multi6le timesT and 
ea$h time ����� has ans>ered the $allh>ritin+ lettersT 
$onta$tin+ our dele+ationT and sho>in+ u6 to ma0e it $lear that >e 
stand stron+ (or these landsW

     �e do this not /ust (or oursel=esT #ut (or (uture +enerationshto 
ensure they ha=e natural lands$a6es >here they $an 6layT (ishT rideT 
huntT hi0eT and $am6W 
( >e donZt 6rote$t these 6la$es no>T they 
>ill #e lost (ore=erW

     �his is our >at$hW �his is our time to do our 6art to 6rote$t our 
Ameri$an le+a$y landsW �hen >e loo0 #a$0 at those heroes >ho 
(ou+ht to 0ee6 some lands >ild and a$$essi#le (or allT >e o>e them 
immense +ratitudeW �ithout their e((ortsT >e >ouldnZt ha=e the 
o66ortunities >e en/oy todayW

     �y ho6e is that �� or ��� years (rom no>T our +reatf+randsons 
and +reatf+randdau+hters >ill still ha=e >ild and natural 6u#li$ 
lands     to en/oyhand the ins6iration to $ontinue the (i+htW

�han0 you (or standin+ stron+W

�a$0

By �a$0 �on+- �hairT �����

�3#��!89,!££��-£&'82'99
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SafSafetyety MomentMoment
�y Wade Murphy,  �ile �i+h ��� f Circle Cross  Equine

�ools 
n �our �ool#o?

     �any years a+oT 
 used to #e a me$hani$W 
 
still remem#er ho> (rustrated 
 >ould +et i( 
 didnZt 
ha=e the $orre$t tool to do the /o# 
 >as 
>or0in+ onW �here al>ays seemed to #e some 
s6e$ial 6uller or +ad+et that 
 >as la$0in+ to do 
the /o# $orre$tlyW �hen 
 >ould (inally +et the 
$orre$t tool (or the /o#T e=erythin+ >as mu$h easierW 

 ha=e (ound that there is a dire$t 6arallel to this in 
our >orld o( horsesW �he 6ro$ess o( trainin+ horses 
is a series o( #uildin+ #lo$0s >here >e #uild a 
(oundation o( s0ills so that #oth horse and rider 
$an head out on the trail >ith $on(iden$eW 
 see all 
o( these #uildin+ #lo$0s as [tools in my tool#o?\W 
Anytime 
 run into trou#le on the trail 
 li0e to return 
to those #asi$ tools to re+ain $ontrol o( my animal 
and hel6 them re+ain their $on(iden$eW �hen a 
rider (inds himsel( in a #ad situation on the trailT 
and does not ha=e the tools to hel6 the horse out 
o( the situationT thin+s $an +et dan+erous =ery 
7ui$0lyW


 ha=e a sim6le $he$0list o( s0ills that 
 use >hen 
 
am >or0in+ a youn+ or +reen horseW 
 start in a round 
$orralW �hen they ha=e enou+h #asi$ s0illsT 
 
6ro+ress to an o6en arenaW �e?tT >e >or0 out in the 
6asture and >or0 on o#sta$lesW 
 slo>ly >or0 the $olt 
more and more a>ay (rom the herd and $ontinue to 
add $hallen+es to +i=e them $on(iden$eW 
n time they 
are a#le to tra=el out o( eyesi+ht o( their herd mates 
and head out on the trail #y themsel=esW �his ta0es 
time and 6atien$eR 	=entually 
 am $on(ident enou+h 
that 
 am >illin+ to ride this animal in the #a$0 
$ountry >ith a hi+h de+ree o( sa(etyW At anytime 
durin+ this 6ro$ess >hen the $olt +ets into trou#le 
 
+o #a$0 to my tool#o? and use #asi$ e?er$ises to 
hel6 them rela? and re+ain their $on(iden$eW �idin+ 
an animal that la$0s (undamental trainin+ in the 
#a$0$ountry is =ery dan+erousW 
 >onZt do itW �he 
(ollo>in+ is a list o( thin+s that the $olt needs to #e 
a#le to do relati=ely >ell as >e 6ro+ress throu+h 
trainin+W �he +oal (or all o( these e?er$ises is to do 
them >ith minimal 6ressure >ith li+ht and so(t $uesW 

4

Safe and happy trails,

Wade

�y [tool#o?\ o( #asi$s under saddleV

j �tand still >hile 
 mountW
j �i+htT so(tT lateral (le?ion o( the head >ith a smooth

sna((le #itW
j A li+htT so(t � rein sto6W
j �ood hi6 $ontrol at a standstill and a >al0W
j �ood (ront end $ontrol >ithout (or>ard mo=ementW
j �i+ht and so(t mo=ement o(( o( my le+sW
j A de$ent sto6 usin+ my seat and minimal reinsW
j 
le?in+ at their 6oll to so(t rein a$tionW
j �ood s6eed $ontrolW As they 6ro+ress in trainin+T 


>or0 on lots o( di((erent [+ears\W �6eedin+ u6 and
slo>in+ do>n at all +aitsW

j �hey should sel(fre+ulate their s6eed on a loose
reinW

j A so(t #a$0 u6W

     �his is my 6ersonal standard (or the #asi$ s0ills that a 
horse needs to ha=e #e(ore 
 head do>n the trail >ith 
themW �his is a sim6li(ied list o( thin+s that 
 (o$us on >hen 

 >or0 >ith 6eo6le in my $lini$sW �here is al>ays ris0 in 
our $hosen li(estyle o( ridin+ animals in the mountainsT 
#ut >e $an +reatly redu$e that ris0 >ith 7uality trainin+W 

 en$oura+e you to do a sel(fe=aluation o( yoursel( and 
your horseW 
ind areas that you need to >or0 on and set 
some +oalsW 
( you are not sure ho> to rea$h your +oalsT 
(ind someone that $an hel6 youW �6rin+ >ill #e here 
#e(ore >e 0no> it and it >ill #e time on$e a+ain to +et out 
into the mountainsW �e+innin+ riders are tryin+ to ride li0e 
intermediate ridersX
ntermediate riders are tryin+ to 
ride li0e the ad=an$ed ridersX

Ad=an$ed riders are (o$used on the #asi$sX0ee6 it sim6leX

Decker Dispatch
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 >o0e to the sound o( tiny (eet 6itterf6atterin+ 
a$ross the stra> #ed and slee6in+ #a+ 
 >as nestled inW 
�he (ield mi$e >ere see0in+ re(u+e in our $an=as $astle 
as the sno> #le> side>ays dri(tin+ outsideW 
 lay there in 
my $o$oon >aitin+ to hear the men stirT #ut the snores 
dru+ on in a rhythmi$al (ashionW 
 re$o+niAed the sound as 
#oth annoyin+ and yet a sa(e and >el$ome melody in the 
dar0 >ilderness >hi$h surrounded usW �he so(t nei+hin+ 
outside >as an instant alarm $lo$0 to AllenT the horses 
>ere hun+ryW �hey had 6a$0ed us in yesterday and s6ent 
the ni+ht standin+ on the hi+hline (endin+ o(( the s6ittin+ 
sno>W 
 slithered to the to6 o( my #a+ and da>ned my 
headlam6T 7ui$0ly sli66in+ into my >oolies and #ootsW 
 
0ne> the $hill >ouldn't last as Allen >as already sto0in+ 
the sto=eW �ad and 
reddie (ound their >ay out o( their 
$o$oons to /oin us #y the sto=eW �he men had slee6 on 
their (a$esT #ut at �� years old 
 $ould hardly >aitW 
�6enin+ day >as here and this >as my (irst year to ta+ 
an el0W 

�he ne?t hour 6assed 7ui$0ly as 
 hel6ed my dad 
lead the sto$0 to the $ree0 and dan$e to 0ee6 >arm as he 
$ut the sno>f and i$ef$o=ered >ater >ith an a?eW A(ter 
refo6enin+ the hole to >ater the sto$0T >e tossed them 
>ell earned al(al(a and +rass hayW �ad side eyed me 
as 
 sli66ed �illy �oyT a stout ��W� hand sorrel +eldin+T a 
little e?tra al(al(aW 
 smiled and re6orted [he >ill 
need his ener+y later\W �e >as our #est 6a$0 horseT and 
 
intended on him doin+ >or0 todayW  

�e tu$0ed our >ay #a$0 into the tent met #y a 
(ra+rant >all o( >arm $innamon a66lesau$e 6an$a0es and 
(ried e++sW �he (ried e++ >as a lu?ury in el0 $am6W �he 
$re> on the hi+hline tas0ed >ith not only the deli=ery o( 
us and our +ear #ut also (or un#ro0en >hole ra> e++sW 
 
im6ressed the men >ith my a66etiteT 6uttin+ a>ay three 
6an$a0es on my 6late and the remainin+ t>o in the 
$oo0's sta$0T all >hile 6a$0in+ my lun$hV a (ull sand>i$hT 
oran+eT $hi6sT +ranola #arT trail mi?T and /er0yW 
 >as ready 
(or the hi0e and day aheadW

�e headed out o( $am6 >ell #e(ore dayli+htT 
headlam6s on and my trusty �u+er �odel �� ��W�¤ slun+ 
a$ross my shoulderW 
or e=ery stride my dad too0 
throu+h the (resh sno> 
 too0 t>o not missin+ a #eatW 
�e headed north out o( $am6 hittin+ an old out(itterZs 
trail that $lim#ed and $lim#ed ta0in+ us out o( the =alley 
(loorT throu+h the tim#er disa66earin+ as >e started to 
mo=e (rom 6ine to the ed+e o( a mountain meado>W �his 
is >here >e >ould sit and >ait (or dayli+ht and the ho6e 
o( el0 +raAin+W 
 +ra##ed my hea=y /a$0et and +lo=es (rom 
my 6a$0T $leared the sno> (rom the #ase o( a tree (or 
dad and 
T and >e satW

�unrise (ound the meado> and usT its li+ht $ree6ed 
alon+ the sur(a$e re=ealin+ >a=es o( sno>f$o=ered +rass 
#ut no el0W �he sun $ontinued to rise re=ealin+ the (ar 
ed+e o( the meado> and the tim#er #eyondW �ole 
6un$hes o( tra$0s $ould #e seen a$ross the meado> le(t 
#ehind #y yesterdayZs el0W �et >e sat and >aitedW 
 
leaned into my dad (or >armthU >aitin+ >as a $old man's 
+ameW 
inallyT midfmornin+ he tu$0ed his #ino$ulars #a$0 
into his =estT 6eeled o(( his hea=y /a$0et and +lo=es and 
>e started hi0in+W �e 6assed throu+h the meado> into 
the li=e 6ine and (inally the #urn #eyondW �he ste6s and 
miles dru+ onW �un$h $ame and >ent and stillT no el0W 

�he sun 6ea0ed and headed (or the >est si+nalin+ 
that >e had met our turnaround timeW �ad and 
 headed 
#a$0 to>ard the meado> >ith the +oal o( sittin+ on the 
ed+e (or the remainin+ li+ht hours (or an el0 to 6resent 
himsel(W �al(>ay throu+h the #urn he $ame to a sudden 
haltW �y eyes shot around the tim#er ahead o( me and 
landed on a dar0 an0lered #u$0 +raAin+ �� yards do>n 
the slo6e (rom usW 

l�ontinued on �a+e ¤m

Canvas Castle Traditions
By By �aria �enna0erT �el>ayf�intler �ilderness ���

Author at �� and her mountain horse
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Canvas Castle Traditions
  (Continued from Page 5)

     Dad glanced sideways and eyed a tree for me to lean and rest on. As I watched the buck I could see the 
depth of his forks, his wide frame and heavy base. He was a treasure for a public land general unit buck. I 
could see the excitement in my dad’s eyes, for years he hunted hard and never had the opportunity to harvest 
a big muley buck. I looked up at my dad and nodded to him to take the shot. He did not hesitate and 
gracefully moved to the rest, raised his gun and took the shot. The buck dropped instantly. I congratulated 
him with a high five. 

About two hours later we had the deer quartered and carried to the nearest trail when the welcome sound hit 
my ears. The clip clop of Billy Boy’s feet climbing the trail fit with a decker saddle and manty ropes. 
Allen called out with his southern draw and quirky smile “figured I'd find ya’ll here”. 

As Billy Boy trucked down the trail ahead of me, fully loaded with meat, I smiled to myself. It wasn’t the 
hunt I envisioned but I couldn’t imagine it any other way. My dad always put me first and it felt good to 
see him harvest a beautiful buck. As Billy Boy navigated the rocky trail and downfall, I marveled at his 
mountain sense and patience. He carried the clunky load of meat the same way he gingerly carried the 
load of eggs and supplies on the way in. He and the rest of the herd made this trip possible, so that we 
could be here making memories and creating traditions. He helped cement my passion for pursuing big game 
and spending nights in a canvas castle amongst the trees and starry skies with my dad.

Author's dad and Billy Boy on an a day elk hunt Author's dad and mountain muley
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     �anuary �T ���¤V �ittin+ the trail on the (irst day 
o( the year is a traditionW �ith mild >eather in the 
(ore$astT it >as a nof#rainerhlet's head to 
the �ildernessW �y num#er one ridin+ 6artnerT 
�araT rode the �till>ater �rail yesterday and 
re6orted rea$hin+ the �=erloo0T >hi$h is se=en 
and a hal( miles inW �he noted there >as some i$e 
and 7uite a #it o( do>n(allT #ut e=erythin+ >as 
6assa#leW 
'd 6lanned on /oinin+ herT #ut 
�eau's (arrier res$heduled (or the mornin+W 
 >as 
+rate(ul (or her re$onnaissan$eU it let the 
anti$i6ation settle instead o( the un$ertaintyW

     �hen 
 ste66ed outside to (eed at �V�� aWmWT the 
��� air >as still and shar6T #itin+ li+htly at my 
$hee0sW �he moon hun+ #ri+ht and una6olo+eti$ in a 
$loudless s0yT thro>in+ lon+ shado>s a$ross the 
yardW �he (ore$ast 6romised tem6eratures $lim#in+ 
into the lo> ��s #y a(ternoonW �here >as no rushU 
 
0ne> that i( 
 s>un+ a le+ o=er my muleT �eauT 
around ��V��T >e'd ha=e 6lenty o( dayli+ht to rea$h 
our destination and return $om(orta#lyW

     
 +athered sna$0s (or mysel(T �eauT and A+hyT my 
Aussie mi? and (a=orite trail 6artnerT alon+ >ith 
e?tra +lo=esT a >armer hatT and the 6o$0et handf
>armers �ara +a=e me (or �hristmasW 	?6erien$e has 
tau+ht me that a$tual >eather and (ore$asts are not 
al>ays synonymousT es6e$ially in �anuaryW

�e(ore $at$hin+ �eauT 
 started the tru$0 and 
$ran0ed u6 the heatT the en+ine hummin+ steadily in 
the $oldW A+hy lea6t in and $laimed the 6assen+er 
seatT eyes #ri+htT tail ti$0in+ a+ainst the door in 
shortT im6atient #eatsW �hile the tru$0 >armedT 
 
(ired u6 the �tihl lea( #lo>er and sent a >ee0's 
>orth o( dust li(tin+ (rom �eau's $oatW �ules lo=e to 
rollT and he is no e?$e6tionW �nder the o=erhead 
li+htT the dirt rose in thi$0 $louds #e(ore settlin+ 
#a$0 on the mats $o=erin+ the +roundW �y ¥V��T 
�eau >as ta$0ed u6T $lean enou+hT and ready to 
loadW

�he roads >ere 7uietT the 0ind o( 7uiet that 
(ollo>s latefni+ht $ele#rations and the $olle$ti=e 
de$ision to slee6 in on �e> �ear's mornin+W 
 0ne> 

'd need (uel on the >ay homeT and >hen 
 rea$hed 
the turno(( at 
ishtail and sa> all the �o$0in' � +as 
6um6s +lo>in+ >ithout a soul in si+htT 
 too0 the 
o66ortunityW 
 0ne> they >ouldn't stay that >ay (or 
lon+W

#FBSUPPUI #BDL $PVOUSZ )PSTFNFO
               �y �o#in �orrisT �eartooth ���

  �a$0 on the roadT A+hy sat u6ri+htT alertT her nose 
t>it$hin+ as i( $atalo+in+ e=ery s$ent rushin+ 6ast the 
$ra$0ed >indo>W As >e neared �eanT she 6lanted her (ront 
6a>s on the dash#oardT eyes (i?ed aheadW 
 $ould 6ra$ti$ally 
hear her 7uestionV Are >e +oin+ to 
sland �a0eS

     z�oTz 
 told herW z�e're headed to the �till>aterWz
�er tail >a++ed on$e or t>i$ehmeasured a66ro=alh#e(ore 
she settled in (or the rest o( the dri=eW

     
 lau+hed >hen 
 6ulled into the 6ar0in+ loth(i=e =ehi$les 
already thereW �ot sur6risin+U �e> �ear's resolutions tend 
to #e+in on �ay �neW �he >ind >as ho>lin+T tu++in+ at 
doors and /a$0etsT so 
 s>a66ed my #all$a6 (or a >ool hat 
and 6ulled the ear (la6s do>n ti+htW

     As soon as 
 s>un+ a le+ o=er �eauT A+hy laun$hed into 
her si+nature sirenT #ar0in+ at (ull =olumeT announ$in+ to 
anyone >ithin earshot that she >as ready to hit the trailW 
 
rode 6ast the 6ar0ed =ehi$leshlo$alsT /ud+in+ #y the 6lates
hand laid a hand on a (e> hoodsW �he metal still held 
>armthW 
 (i+ured 
'd $at$h u6 >ith them >ithin a mile or 
t>oW

l�ontinued on �a+e ¥m
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  �ara's re6ort 6ro=ed a$$urateW �ot (ar u6 the 
�y6ass �railT >e en$ountered i$ehdullT +ray sheets 
tu$0ed into shaded $ornersW 
 s0irted around it >here 
 
$ould and (elt +rate(ul to #e tra=elin+ u6hill rather than 
do>nW �ith risin+ tem6eratures and steady >indT it 
>ould li0ely #e slush #y the time >e headed #a$0W As 
>e $ontinuedT do>ned trees #e+an to a66earW �his 
se$tion o( the trail is narro>U any do>n(all is a dealf
#rea0erW �ou either turn around or $lear itW 
 $ould see 
>here �ara had sto66ed and 6ulled out her sa> 
se=eral timesh$lean $utsT #ran$hes dra++ed /ust (ar 
enou+h asideW

A(ter the �or+eT the >ind (inally eased as >e 
sli66ed into the shelter o( the treesW �he sudden 7uiet 
>as almost startlin+W �ith the +usts #ehind usT the trail 
(elt indul+enthli0e ridin+ royalty do>n a red $ar6et o( 
6ine needlesT so(t and (ra+rant #eneath �eau's steadyT 
rhythmi$ strideW �he (orest smelled +reen and $oldT 
>ith /ust a hint o( dam6 earth >a0in+ #eneath the 
>armin+ sunW

     �eau's ears sna66ed (or>ardhhi0ers and do+sW �ots 
o( do+sW 
 $ounted ei+ht hi0ersT all >omenT and nine or 
ten do+sT thou+h >ith that mu$h motion it >as hard to 
#e e?a$tW �ollars /in+led so(tlyT ha66y tails >a++in+W 
	=ery one o( them >as >ell #eha=edT ste66in+ 6olitely 
o(( the trail to let us 6assW 
 o((ered a heartyT z�a66y 
�e> �earRz and they ans>ered in 0indW �n$e a+ainT 
 
>as +enuinely im6ressed #y the $ontrol these +als had 
o=er their o((fleash 6a$0W

   �e=eral >ater $rossin+s >ere (roAen solidT o6a7ueT 
and >e##ed >ith $ra$0sW 
 held my #reath and +a=e 
�eau all the rein he >antedT trustin+ his /ud+ment as 
he tested ea$h ste6T hoo=es s$ra6in+ li+htly #e(ore 
$ommittin+W 
 >as than0(ul (or �eau's shoesT >ith 
�orium ti6sT heelsT and rim6ads to re6el sno>W �he 
>orst $rossin+ >as still aheadha notorious runo(( that 
(ills a shallo> 6ond and (reeAes sli$0 as +lassW 
n 6ast 
>intersT it >as so trea$herous 
 $ouldn't e=en $ross it 
on (ootT o6tin+ instead to #ush>ha$0 aroundW �odayT 
an oldf+ro>th 7ua0in+ as6en lay (allen strai+ht a$ross 
the 6ondT its 6ale trun0 s6annin+ the i$e li0e a narro> 
#rid+eW

     
 $oa?ed �eau (or>ard (or a $loser loo0W �e didn't 
li0e itT and neither did 
W �ara had $leared the =erti$al 
#ran$hesT o6enin+ a narro> 6assa+eT #ut the (ootin+ 
#eneath >as a messV holes hidden under i$eT s$attered 
lo+s laid out (or hi0ers to 0ee6 their (eet dryT and /a++ed 
shards (rom the shattered $ro>n o( the treeW �>o 
smaller as6ens $ro>ded the ri+ht sideT ma0in+ the 
6assa+e un$om(orta#ly ti+hthes6e$ially sin$e the 
#etter (ootin+ lay to the ri+htW

      
 ur+ed �eau (or>ardW �e hesitatedT #a$0ed u6T then 
tried a+ainW �n the third attem6tT he $ommittedT ed+in+ 
ri+htW 
 rea$hed out and #ent the as6ens as (ar as 
 
$ouldT #ar0 ras6in+ a+ainst my +lo=esT s6arin+ my le+s 
the >orst o( itW 
 >as +rate(ul (or my sturdy $an=as 
6antsW 
 ima+ined �ara's #oots must ha=e ta0en on 
>ater $learin+ this messW �e'll de(initely need to 
s$hedule a trailf$learin+ sooner rather than laterW

    �e en$ountered se=eral more do>ned trees that 
(or$ed us o(( the trailT some o( them siAa#leW �e?t timeT 

'll #rin+ the t>of6erson $ross$ut sa>W Alon+ the ri=erT 
i$e dra6ed itsel( o=er the ro$0sT (ormin+ $lustered little 
islands that $au+ht and s$attered the li+htW �he #reeAe 
6i$0ed u6 a+ainT so 
 a$ti=ated one o( the hand >armersW 
�eat #loomed slo>ly in my 6almh6retty ni$eW 
 
alternated hands #et>een the 6o$0et and the reinsT 
sa=orin+ the $ontrastW

l�ontinued on �a+e �m
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     �e rea$hed the �=erloo0 /ust a(ter noonT tied u6T and 6ulled out our sna$0s >hile sear$hin+ (or a s6ot out 
o( the >indW �hou+h the sun (elt >arm on my (a$eT the #reeAe o(( the >ater $ut throu+h 7ui$0lyW A+hy and 
 
settled on the east side o( a ro$0 led+eW �he >as thrilled to re$ei=e her midday do+ #oneT +ra##in+ it and 
s$ootin+ a>ay as i( 
 mi+ht $han+e my mindW A(ter +na>in+ it do>n >ith noisy enthusiasmT she returned (or 
her share o( 6eanut #utter $ra$0ersW

     
 0e6t our #rea0 shortT >antin+ to #e on our >ay #e(ore the sun di66ed and tem6eratures (ollo>edW 
 (ed 
�eau his $ra$0ersT sli66ed the #ridle #a$0 onT and >e headed to>ard the trailheadW

  �he i$e >e'd en$ountered earlier had so(tened $onsidera#ly and no lon+er 6osed a haAardT no> >et and 
+ranular under(ootW �ust under (our miles (rom the trailheadT 
 s6otted a do+ ahead o( us >earin+ a #a$06a$0W 
 
>ondered aloudT z�here are your 6eo6leSz �oments laterT a $ou6le a66eared and 7ui$0ly $alled the do+ to 
their side as >e 6assedW

     As >e a66roa$hed �iou? �harlie �a0eT 
 s$anned the area (or hi0ersT a 6o6ular turnaround 6oint (or manyT 
#ut seein+ no oneT >e $ontinuedW �oonT >e met a lone >oman and her do+W �he +rinned and said she >as 
amaAedhand deli+htedh#y the in$redi#le �anuary >eatherW 
 had to a+reeW

   
 s>un+ o(( �eau at �V��T tired in the #est 6ossi#le >ayW �he li+ht had so(tened to +oldT the >ind had 
$ooledT and the trail #ehind us held the story o( the day in tra$0sT s$u((sT and #ent #ran$hesW �harin+ the (irst 
day o( ���¤ >ith �eau and A+hyhi$e $rossedT o#sta$les ne+otiatedT miles tra=eled in un$ommon �anuary 
>armthh(elt less li0e a 6lan and more li0e a #lessin+T and 6re$isely the ri+ht >ay to #e+in the yearhtime to 
s$hedule a trail $learin+ >ith the �eartooth �a$0 �ountry �orsemenW
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�y �raeme �$�ou+alT �hree �i=ers ���

���� �anna$0 �it$h �ail �ro/e$t

�aude � trail �eed �6rayin+

�ono �ree0 �it$h �ails

      �he early ridin+ season >as a #usy one (or the 
� �i=ers �ha6terW  �e started the season >ith our 
lon+ftime 6artnersT �ontana 
��T at �anna$0 
�tate �ar0W �n �ay �� >e had ¥ mem#ers 
6arti$i6ate in �anna$0 $lean u6 days and the 
installation o( ne> hit$h rails (or horse useW �his 
6ro/e$t >as o=erdueT #ut >e +ot it done #e(ore a 
$atastro6heW

   �he (irst +rou6 ride o( the year >as at �andy 
�ollo> on the �outh side o( �$�artney �tnW  �his 
has #e$ome an annual >arm u6 rideT not too 
strenuousT o( a66ro?imately ¤ milesW  �he area has 
=ery uni7ue +eolo+y and an o66ortunity to loo0 at 
the �ot$h �ottom #ison /um6 and to study the 
layout that made it >or0W �e also too0 a ride 
later in �ay to �oad A+ents �o$0 on �ay �¤W  
�his >as another 6leasant ride >ith moderate 
ele=ation +ains and lossesW  �e$ause o( s$hedulin+ 
$on(li$ts there >ere only � mem#ers 6resent at 
�andy �ollo> and � mem#ers >ith � +uests at 
�oad A+ents �o$0W �e all had a +rand time and 
en/oyed the rides and $om6anionshi6W

   �e=eral 6ro/e$ts (ollo>ed soon a(ter these 
>armfu6 ridesW �n �ay ��T � mem#ers /oined 

orest �er=i$e 6ersonnel (or $hain sa> 
$erti(i$ationW  All mem#ers >ere ref$erti(ied and � 
mem#er >as also $erti(ied as a (allerW �he ne?t 
day ¥ o( us /oined our �ild �ontana 6artners and 
installed hit$hfrails at the �ono �ree0 trailfheadW  
�e also did some trail $learin+ >or0 in the 
immediate area and re#uilt a small 6ortion o( the 
�ono �ree0 $am6+round (en$eW  

l�ontinued on �a+e ��m

��

�andy �ollo> �ide
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   �n �une �T in $on/un$tion >ith our �ea=erhead 
�ounty �f� 6artnersT the �ha6ter 6ut on an o6en to 
the 6u#li$ 6a$0in+ $lini$ and a #ar#e$ue lun$h 
a(ter>ardsW  �e dis$ussed animal hus#andry in the (ield 
and tau+ht #oth �a>#u$0 >ith 6annier 6a$0in+ and 
�e$0er >ith manty load 6a$0in+W �e had enou+h 
e7ui6ment and [iron horses\ that e=eryone +ot an 
o66ortunity to try #oth styles o( 6a$0in+W  �e dis$ussed 
methods to maintain your li=esto$0 in the (ield and 
ma0in+ your $am6 �i+ht on the �andW 	=eryone 
en/oyed lun$h and the $on=ersation that (ollo>edW  
A66ro?imately �� �f� and mem#ers o( the 6u#li$ 
attendedW

     
n ���� the �ha6ter ado6ted the �lue �ree0 trail in 
the �est �ioneers (or a trail maintenan$e 6ro/e$tW  �une 
� >as the (irst ridecmaintenan$e o( that trailW �e 
en$ountered at (e> do>n trees and they >ere 
remo=edW �his turned into a summer lon+ 6ro/e$t >ith 
the #u+ 0illed trees and the >inds o( the 6ast summerW  
�he last ride on the trail >as �e6tem#er �� and as usual 
more trees >ere remo=ed (rom the trailW

   �n �une ��T � mem#ers /oined >ith the �ile 
�i+h �ha6ter to 6a$0 >ater (or the >eedfs6rayin+  
6ro/e$t on the �aude � trail on �utteZs 	ast �id+eW  
All >ent >ellW  �n Au+ust �� >e a+ain /oined our �ild 
�ontana 6artners >ith a $am6+round $lean u6 at 
�au0ena �a0eW  A(ter ridin+ to the la0e (ol0s s6ent the 
(irst day $leanin+ u6 the $am6+round and ta0in+ out 
the (ire rin+sW �hey then $am6ed o=erni+ht and 6a$0ed 
out the +ar#a+e the ne?t dayW   

�he �ha6ter $losed out ���� >ith a deli$ious 
�hristmas dinner at the �lue An$hor �a(e at �>in 
�rid+es on �e$em#er �� >ith �¤ mem#ers and a +uest 
(rom Australia 6resentW �e are all loo0in+ (or>ard to 
the ridin+ season in ���¤W  

�oad A+ents �o$0 �ide

�a$0in+ �lini$

�a$0in+ �lini$

�a$0in+ �lini$
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By Dan Mathis and John Errecart, Wild Horse Plains Back Country Horsemen

Fishing Youngs Creek. That’ll put a smile on 
your face!

    In February of 2024 a group of family and friends from 
Wild Horse Plains BCH were eating lunch on the front porch of 
the Monture Guard Station during our annual snowmobiling 
trip to Seeley Lake, MT.  On our way in we had passed 
the Dunham Creek road access to the Lodgepole Creek 
Trailhead. This proximity led to discussion about a 
previously planned trip into the Bob Marshall via Jenny and 
Young’s Creek trails that had been derailed by the 2017 Rice 
Ridge fire.  

      As chance would have it, shortly after the snowmobile trip, I 
saw Jack Rich (Rich Ranch Outfitting and Guest Ranch – Seeley 
Lake) getting a haircut at Cost Cutters.  Knowing Jack was very 
familiar with riding in to the area from Lodgepole trailhead, I 
asked about the trail. His blunt response was “it’s good”.  He 
then proceeded to elaborate about the phenomenal fishing in 
that corner of the BMW, and how the nutrient release 
following the Rice Ridge fire had enhanced fishing even more 
in Young’s Creek.  Soon afterwards, at the State Back Country 
Horsemen Convention, Smoke Elser recounted some of his 
experiences (Hush of the Land, Elser and Maggi, 2024).  One of 
Smoke’s recollections was of a trip to Young’s Creek (Chapter 
10, Hush of the Land) where he also talked about what he felt 
was the best fishing in BMW and when three of his wranglers 
had packed in rock climbing gear and rappelled into Hole in the 
Wall.  Never accused of being the sharpest tool in the shed, 
even I couldn’t ignore the calling for a trip to Young’s Creek.

     With the spring and early summer work projects completed, 
relatives and friends come and gone, it was finally Saturday - 
July 20th. As the summer progressed and the trip plan evolved, 
our group went through several iterations, but in the end we 
wound up with three riders and 7 head of stock. We made the 
3 hour drive from our homes in Sanders County, MT, to the 
Lodgepole Trailhead with plenty daylight left to setup 
overnight highlines, open air cots and enjoy each other’s 
company and a few beverages.  Manties tied up, bear boxes 
and paniers filled; we were ready for a leisurely yet efficient 
start come morning.

      Sunday - July 21st 7am.  Coffee, oatmeal , tacked up .  
Time to load up and hit the trail.  Not being our first pack trip, 
loads had been assembled and loaded on the stock back at 
home prior to the trip.  Well, apparently there’s a 
difference between a loaded bear box and an empty bear 
box.  Once loaded on the horse that was to carry the 
second set of bear boxes, he decided it was time to 
unload the boxes and proceeded to do so, with a great 
display of enthusiasm.  After a few failed attempts to reload 
we decided it wasn’t the time or place to desensitize the 
gelding to aluminum bear boxes.  After some head scratching, 
consolidating foods into the one set of bear boxes and 
packing the extra set of panniers brought along just in case, we 
were about ready.  

     One last stop at the SST (sweet smelling toilet).  
In hindsight, a hitching rail near the toilet would 
have be handy.  Well, I found a place to tie up my 
two packers and ground tied my saddle mule 
(Ladybug).  Normally, she’s great ground tied!  You 
guessed it, not so this day.  Around the trailhead 
we go for another ten minutes until she thought I’d 
had enough exercise.  Finally, about 11am and with 
no permanent damage or debilitating injury, and we 
were on the Lodgepole trail.  Luckily we had 
planned a modest 10 miler for the first day, so no 
biggie.  Daytime temperatures leading up to the 
trip had been in the low 90s and today was no 
exception.  There are multiple springs along Jenny 
and Young’s creek trails, so fortunately, there is no 
shortage of water, however, due to the 2017 
wildfire there wasn’t a sliver of shade.  It was 
blazing, cook stove, and metal melting hot! Also, it 
occurred to me that a few less beverages the night 
before would have been a more prudent idea.  The 
ride along the upper section of Young’s Creek trail 
is sort of a good news/bad news story.    

       (Continued on Page 13)
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Camp Comfort located along the South Fork of the Flathead.

spite of the heat, and our loads rode good……  that is, until they 
didn’t! We finally locate a suitable camp spot on the other side 
of a ford. I entered the stream, looking back to check my stock, 
and there’s Rosie (mule) smiling back, totally free of her two 
manties and her saddle sitting cockeyed on her belly.  Imagine 
my surprise! Okay, it was time to unload anyway.  I tied up my 
other two head, straightened up Rosie’s saddle and wandered 
back up the trail for lost manties.  No biggie, the first manty 
was close by.  I had mentioned Ladybug normally ground ties 
good. Rosie normally ground ties well when saddling and 
loading, but when you walk off, so does she. In my 
preoccupation to find the missing manties, I’d neglected to tie 
up Rosie after fixing her saddle and back up the trail she went.  
Great!  Luckily for me, she stopped at the second manty a few 
hundred feet up the trail, I swore through a forced grin, 
collected up the last of my gear and wayward stock and then 
proceed back to camp and my riding companions.  Okay, with 
the first day kinks and organizational lessons out of the way, 
we’re good to go.  

     We enjoyed a leisurely afternoon/evening, cooling off in the 
stream, grazing stock and getting the highline strung out on 
what few green trees remain in this part of the burn. With no 
rain in the forecast, we slept under the stars within hearing 
range of the highlined stock. As the night progressed, the stock, 
or at least one of our animals, started stomping and making all 
kinds of racket. Suspecting the worst likely possibility, we spent 
most of the night checking the perimeter armed with 
flashlights, bear spray and handguns.  As the days progressed, 
we figured out it wasn’t a bear, but a she-devil that would 
possess the only mare in our group each night as the sun would 
set. 

     Tuesday – July 23rd with another short mileage 
day planned, we were able to take our time grazing 
the stock for several hours followed by breaking and 
packing up camp. Once on the trail it became 
apparent, I had a problem with my manty load.  
Though scale weighed within a couple pounds, they 
refused to stay balanced.  So, right there on the side 
of the trail, we swapped loads from one mutton-
backed mule to one with a bit of withers. Problem 
solved for the interim.  Later, after some team 
analyses, we discovered the knapsack with hobbles, 
tools and some other heavy items at the top of a 
duffle bag in the manty was the culprit.  The heavy 
knapsack positioned high in the load, caused an 
exaggerated side-to-side, swinging action as the 
mule walked down the trail, eventually tipping the 
load off to the side.  With the tool pack secured 
lower in the load, and closer to the mule, we had no 
further problems with the load.  

     Once to the confluence of Young’s and Danaher 
creeks (Young’s Creek Ford and the headwaters of 
the South fork of the Flathead River) we wandered 
around looking to find the route to the East Side of 
South Fork of the Flathead River trail leading to Big 
Prairie Cabin to the north and Basin Creek Cabin to 
the south.  After talking with some folks that were 
there and poking around in the brush a bit, we 
found our way over to the Eastside Trail and headed 
toward Big Prairie.  We found our “Camp Comfort” 
located on the banks of the South Fork of the 
Flathead just a couple miles south of Big Prairie 
Guard Station.  The site provided green trees for our 
highlines, shade from the intense midsummer sun, 
ample graze and premium fishing.  And yes, that 
night, the highline once again came down.   This 
time it involved four head, the other three were on a 
separate highline.   

Grazing stock at Camp Comfort.

(Continued from Page 12)

     The creek winds along clear and clean and carves out two 
spectacular gorges, but because it’s out in the burn and the sun 
is cooking the ground around us we didn’t stop to fish or take 
pictures. We took our time though and the stock did well, in 

(Continued on Page 14)
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     Wednesday – July 24th a layover day.  Fishing, grazing, bathing, napping and a sightseeing trip to Big Prairie.  
Arriving at Big Prairie we were greeted by a gentleman sitting on the porch reading Packin’ on Mules and 
Horses (Elser & Brown).  Norm Kamrud, a former Missoula Smoke jumper of 83 years young, who performs 
maintenance on the radio system for the Flathead National forest in the Bob.  When asked if he was travelling 
alone, he replied straight-faced “No, I’m with those three horses and the mule” I could only smile broadly and 
reflect inwardly at what was obviously a man in his element.  

     Back at camp that warm evening, I opened the windows and door covers in my tent before going to sleep, 
carefully rolling them up and toggling them back.   Later that night I woke to an occasional flash followed by a 
rumble off in the distance.  As the leading edge of the thunderstorm approached with a violent downwash of 
wind and rain, I rose to close the door and windows only to struggle to undo the toggles and get things zipped 
up as the tent walls whipped from side to side.  All-along the sideways rain being driven through the screens 
pelting me as I fumbled with the toggles, as fast as my fingers would allow, in the dark.  Even at that time, I 
found it humorous.  A series of major thunderstorms passed over our camp that evening making for a very 
memorable night and some stressful days to follow.  Later, after returning to our homes we’d find out the same 
series of storms had hit Missoula with wind speeds of 81mph, gusts up to 109mph, causing widespread damage, 
power outages and resulting in an executive order by the Governor declaring a disaster in Missoula. 

     Thursday – July 25th The storm had us wondering about trail conditions over coffee and oatmeal.  We 
decided it might make sense to start working our way back just in case it took longer than planned to get out 
due to storm damage on the trails.  We left our camp on Cayuse Prairie working our way to the Westside of the 
South Fork of Flathead River trail, near Gordon Creek.  At Gordon Creek we met some rafters in their camp 
awaiting pick up by their outfitter the following morning.  After a couple of daisy chain loops trying to relocate 
the main trail in this river-bottom flood plain, we continued along cutting deadfalls or working our way around 
other dead falls by going through the dense lodgepole regeneration from a previous wildfire.  It got to the point 
of tying up the stock with two of us going ahead to clear the trail and one staying back with the stock. All along 
we wondered if we’d be able to get out to the Lodgepole Trailhead?  If not, which trails might be opened first? 
How could we find out?  If we had to come out a different trailhead we’d need to contact some folks to get our 
3 vehicles moved.  We slowly made our way along the Westside trail using our saddle saws and a small folding 
stihl handsaw.  

     Mid-afternoon found us at 3 large 14”+ larch across the trail and more in the trail up ahead.  It was apparent 
we’d have to find an alternate route.  We retraced our route back to a vacant outfitter camp and decided to 
take advantage of the corrals and empty covered hay storage area for the night. That evening we reached out 
to a spouse using an In-Reach communicator.  We asked her to give Jack Rich a call to find out if he’d made 
progress accessing his camps via Pyramid Pass.  We were relieved to hear Jack’s crew had made it to their Leota 
Park camp and would be clearing toward Young’s Creek Ford the next several days.  

Hole in the Wall located above Youngs Creek.

(Continued on Page 15)



Trail Trials in the Bob Marshall
(Continued from Page 14)
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    Friday – July 26th The Outfitter camp we’d stayed at 
ended up a short distance from the rafters’ camp we’d 
passed the previous day.  We recalled they had a satellite 
phone so one of us went to their camp to see if they had an 
update on trail conditions. Surprisingly their packers had 
arrived via Gordon Creek (Holland Lake Trailhead).  We now 
had a viable alternate route to exit though we’d have to 
arrange for our trucks and trailers to be moved.  We’d also 
decided to back track to Big Prairie Guard Station to see if 
anyone might be there with trail information.  Upon arrival 
at Big Prairie we were met by members of the trail crew and 
offered the traditional orange Tang and cookies, which we 
gladly accepted.  We found out the trail crew had come in 
from the Basin Creek Cabin the day before along the 
Eastside trail, clearing as they went.  So, we now knew we 
had cleared trail along the Eastside trail to Young’s Creek 
Ford and chose to head that way with plans to camp there 
and seek further trail info.  Along the way we ran into a 
couple pack strings coming in from the North Fork of the 
Blackfoot River Trailhead.  Things were looking up!  If 
needed, we could get our vehicles moved there from the 
Lodgepole Trailhead, which was much shorter than the other 
alternatives. We arrived at Young’s Creek Ford early 
afternoon and thought we’d venture up the Young’s Creek 
trail to see what we’d face the following day.  It wasn’t far 
from there we came to the first deadfall across the trail.  
Freshly sawn!  With plenty of daylight left we decided to 
press on toward Hahn Cabin and see if the trail was 
passable.  Sure enough!  There were plenty of step-overs 
and go-arounds, but we were able to make it to a great 
looking campsite at Otter Creek that we had earmarked on 
our way in.  As we passed by Hole in the Wall on the 
opposite side of the river we recounted Smoke’s Young’s 
Creek story, tried to figure out where the Bull Trout hole he 
spoke of was and took a few pictures.    

    Saturday – July 27th We took a layover day at Otter 
creek Camp.  With the stress from the past few days nearly 
gone, we once again spent the day fishing, bathing, snacking, 
napping….I’m sure you’ve got the picture. By this point 
everyone had settled into their routines, sharing the 
workload between the three of us.  On this day however, 
one of our members decided to pick up more of the load and 
make coffee for the first time using the Jet Boil coffee press.  
Water , coffeepress ignition.  The intent was solid, 
however lacking supervision, the results not so much. The 
explosion resulting from the press pushed down on the 
grounds before the water had boiled was impressive.  Hot 
water and coffee grounds filled the bottom of both open 
bear boxes and the contents.  By now we’d already hatched 
the idea of an article for the Decker Dispatch, so another 
noteworthy event was almost expected.  Thanks for 
contributing, Dan.

   Confident we’d make it back to the Lodgepole 
Trailhead and a couple days still remaining on our 
schedule we contemplated what we’d do.  We’d 
eyeballed several promising fishing holes along the 
Youngs Falls section we thought would be good to try.  
A check of the weather forecast and we found out a 
significant rain event was to move in Monday,  ¾”-1” of 
rain predicted.  Though prepared for foul weather the 
thought of riding in the rain all day, soaking saddles and 
the work to follow made our decision easy.  So, we plan 
to head out tomorrow.  Naturally, the she-devil once 
again appeared our last night, pulling down the highline 
again.

     Sunday – July 28th, 5am.  It’s not quite light, but 
with coffee cups in hand we take the stock out to graze 
before the 16 miles back to the trailers.  It only took a 
week to get an uneventful day under our belts.  We’re 
back to the trailhead by 2pm and there are still a few 
cool beverages in the cooler.  Trixi’s Antler Saloon is the 
tradition after a trip and going past Ovando.  Sure 
enough the burgers, beverages and conversations were 
priceless.  Let’s do it again, with a few less events and 
more fishing. 

Otter Creek Camp



Gear Up is a program to share saddles and other horse tack with people who need it. It is gear which is donated to 
BCHMT by its members. For more information go to https://bchmt.org/wp/flathead/gear-up-program/ 
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Schedule for chapter news article submissions. 
Submit 400-500 words, photos in separate .jpg =iѴes (not in Word) 

E-mail to: ]ar�0aiѴe�ƓƏѵ@gmail.com

Editor reserves the right to edit articles.
Winter Issue: articles due January 5th: Beartooth, Bitter Root, Cabinet, Mission Valley, Three 
Rivers, Wild Horse Plains, and convention hosting chapter. 
Spring Issue: articles due May 5th : Charlie Russell, East Slope, Flathead, Gallatin, and Judith 
Basin. 
Fall issue: articles due September 5th: Last Chance, Mile High, Missoula, North West Montana, 
Selway-Pintler Wilderness.

Back Country Horsemen of Montana 
State Chapters

V²Ĵļ��ñ²čËÕ���A
|c��Ĕŗ�ʁɽɽʅʞ�AÕĆÕč²ʞ�\��ʂʆʃɽʁ

Mile High BCH
1ʀɿɿʄ�\ļ�AŖŘ�1,��č²ËĔčÑ², MT 59711

Mission Valley BCH
PO Box 604, Ronan, MT 59864

BCH of Missoula
PO Box 2121, Missoula, MT 59806

NorthWest Montana BCH
PO Box 23, Kalispell, MT 59903

Selway-Pintler Wilderness BCH
PO Box 88, Hamilton, MT 59840

Three Rivers BCH
PO Box 251, Dillon, MT 59725

Wild Horse Plains BCH
PO Box 640, Plains, MT 59859

If you would like to join us, please contact 
a chapter in your area. 

Beartooth BCH
PO Box 614, Absorakee, MT 59001

Bitter Root BCH
PO Box 1083, Hamilton, MT 59840

Cabinet BCH
PO Box 949, Libby, MT 59923

Charlie Russell BCH
PO Box 3563, Great Falls, MT 59403

East Slope BCH
PO Box 967, Conrad, MT 59425

BCH of the Flathead
PO Box 1192, Columbia Falls, MT 59912

Gallatin Valley BCH
PO Box 3232, Bozeman, MT 59772

Judith Basin BCH
PO Box 93, Lewistown, MT 59457

Find more information on our website:
bchmt.org
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